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New Inveétidation of Encyclopedias of
the Ch’'ing Dynasty’s Closing Years

(A Summary)

Zhong Shaohua

A previous essay “Initial Invesugauon of Encyecloped of the Ch’ing Dynasty’s
] lopedias there were, and how these

encyclopedias
encyclopedias ented in the current essay make up an additional type, the overall number
of types is now four. This essay also introduces the notion of “encyclopedic thought”. After
comparing this notion to “the statecraft theory” which has attracted the attention of scholars
in Hongkong, Taiwan and abroad in recent years, the author discusses his view of modem
evolutionary thinking in China, maintaining that in the final years of the Ch’ing dynasty,
encyclopedias were China’s passport to evolution, giving her access to “participation in the
process of world civilization”.

This essay also criticizes the mistakes and methodology of the treatment of the history
of encyclopedias in China and Japan in the Concise Encyclopedia Britannica.




