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A€ tudy of Variant Readings of Verbs in the
Ching-tien shih-wen

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan lo-

of verbs, Lu Te , compiler of the Ching-tien shzh -wen, paid special attention to their
functioning as different parts of speech and their resulting meaning as well as the relationship
between these verbs and other parts of the sentences in which they appear.

The present article studies the variant readings of verbs and, through typical examples
from the Ching-tien shih-wen, the way Lu viewed the verb. Since the Ching-tien shih-wen is
mainly a book of interpretations of words and sentences appearing in the classics, the
emphasis is on the relationship between sound and meaning. Hence Lu was more concerned
with semantics than grammar. Although there are characters with more than two readings, the
treatment in this article is confined to characters with two readings only. Of the two readings,
one is described as “no change W5 ” (designated in this article as the A reading). In this
reading, a character carries no phonetic gloss in the Shih-wen. The meaning of the character
is assumed to be the common one. The other readmg (de&gna d in this artlcle as the B

Cat. I: \

Cat. II: - averb followed by anoun, e.g. 7 352 B 8 (B ).

Cat. III:  showing the aim or target of an action, e.g. 4 ~ #J ~ 7& ~ H§ .

Cat. IV: EEREG , e.g. 16~ ~ [~ % .

Cat. Vi HABA,eg B (E) &

Cat. VI MHREFER ., eg R-&H B - (R) .

Cat. VII: distinguishing between active and passive action, e.g. & ~ 8 ~ BR( 18 )~ &.

Cat. VIII: distinguishing between directions of a relation,e.g. f§ R~ E -2
L% -

Cat. IX: distinguishing between superiors and inferiors, e.g. & ~ {11 ~ & .

Cat. X:  distinguishing between adjectives {7EENT , e.g. fF ~ B &~ %o

Cat. XI:  distinguishing between adjecti

Cat. XII: %552 ,e.g. % ~ i

Cat. XIII: #5863, ¢




