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Luo’s Restorati

Sun Shu-yue

The book under review, Professor Luo Ergang’s Shuihu zhuan yuanben (Guiyang:
Guizhou renmin chubanshe, 1989), is an attempt to restore the historical romance Shuihu
zhuan to its original state as first written by Luo Guanzhong. In the Preface and Introduction
that total some 90 pages, Professor Luo argues that in the earliest edition extant of the
romance, i.e., the 100-chapter edition known as Zhongyi Shuihu zhuan, the first 70 chapters
ent a continuation by another
is conviction upon two main

same person that penned the ond, the'7 V ters reveal an attitude towards
the down-trodden peasantry and their ressing feudal lords which is diametrically opposite
to that evident in the last 30. Thus Professor Luo is seen to be in some agreement with Jin
Shengtan of the early Qing, who truncated the romance at the same chapter on similar
grounds of artistic achievement and political sympathies. The Introduction also examines an
impressive array of facts and testimonies from notebooks and other documents which
Professor Luo interprets as pointing to the same direction as his conjecture. To reconstruct
the original Shuihu zhuan, Professor Luo makes the first 70 chapters of the 100-chapter
Zhongyi Shuihu zhuan his basis, but checks them against the corresponding chapters in the
later 120-chapter Zhongyi Shuihu chuanzhuan (which he believes to have recovered some of
the poems and prose passages discarded by the redactor of the 100-chapter edition), and, by
picking and choosing, collects what he feels to be Luo Guanzhong’s own words, always
mindful of using literary excellence and socio-political attitude as his guiding principle. He

mance, not-toxmention overhauling its basic
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suspicious places where the redactormigh ampered with the original text.

Professor Luo, a nonagenarian authority on the Taiping Rebellion who also dwarfs
other scholars in the study of Chinese secret societies, commands attention when he has a
pronouncement to make, not the least one on vernacular story-cycles like Shuihu and
Sanguo, which historically were intertwined with the armed activities of the nation’s lower
strata. Having read the book with genuine admiration, this reviewer nonetheless feels some
uneasiness and makes bold to think that maybe the facts and testimonies cited by Professor
Luo as evidence could lend themselves to other interpretations as well. Above all, the
division of the romance into two works by two authors at the seventieth Chapter, a legacy of
Jin Shengtan, is hardly warranted by either literary or political considerations.

The article concludes with a review of the development of Shuihu scholarship. It
forecasts that a new stage will soon be reached wh Scholarly investigation will be
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