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A Comparative Study of the Phonological Theories
as Seen from the Shuowen Jiezi Du and the
Shuowen Jiezi Zhu

(A Summary)

Kwok Bit-chee

As one of the greatest Qing philologists, Duan Yucai B E# devoted himself thirty years to
annotating the Shuowen jiezi X . In this work Duan stated clearly that the present
Shuowen jiezi zhu St L F1F was a simplified version of the Shuowen jiezi du AL oR,
his earlier attempt to annotating the Shuowen jiezi. Kept in the Beijing Library, the manu-
script of the Shuowen jiezi du had attract no attention‘until Atsuji Tetsuji ff3t ¥ ¥K published
his article in 1981. Numerous investigations on this'work had been made in the past two
decades but most of them focused on the etymological elements of the Shuowen jiezi du,
leaving the phonological aspects untouched. The present paper compares the phonological
. theories employed in the Shuowen jiezi du and the Shuowen jiezi zhu, seeking to clarify the
. changes of Duan’s ideas on old Chinese phonology.



