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Paintings by Chu Ta in the Chih-lo
Lou Collection and Related Problems

(A Summary)

JAO TSUNG-I

Of the four items of landscape painting by Chu Ta in the collection of Mr. Ho Iu-kwong, the
album of eleven landscape leaves is the most worthy of note. The twelfth leaf in the album is
a poem:

Among the texture strokes of Kuo (Hsi), the “cloud-head” is inconspicuous.

Old Tung’s (Tung Yuan) hemp fibre stroke is often seen on the trees.

To those who understand painting today,
A single peak* is still the landscape of the Sung.

At the end of the album, there is a colophon by Huang Yen-lii

all the money at
Ili and then waited 1
mind is soothed an eyes are dazzled and I do not know what in the whole world can surpass
the pleasure [of looking'at thése paintings]. Then, of course, Fu-chai is a man of letters, and his words
were sincere. Pd-1a shan-jen would surely not have given me rough sketches as he would the salt
merchants of Hsi-chiang. Those who appreciate art will treasure it with me. Recorded by Yen-li
in the beginning of summer of the year wu-yin, north of the prunus tree in Shuang-ch’ing-kuan, at
the time it was drizzling.

“Fu-chai” #:2% is Ch’éng Ching-& #2 54, father of Ch’éng T’ing-chuo ##%k, the scholar
of the classics. This colophon confirms Ch’éng T’ing-chuo’s record that his father was
instrumental in publicizing the paintings of Chu Ta and to obtain commissions for him (see
Ch’éng T’ing-chuo’s Ch’ing-ch’i chi 5124, chian 12).

Useful information on Huang Yen-lii is provided by Li Kuo-sung’s ZEEK colophon in
the Shih-tao album of landscapes illustrating Huang Yen-lii’s travel poems which is also in
the Chih-lo Lou Collection. According to this colophon Huang Yen-lii visited Kuangtung
twice, the second time being in kuei-wei (1703, 42nd year of K’ang-hsi). In 1708, Li Kuo-sung,
Hung Chia-chih 3t5%##, and Hsien Chu Zz¥viewed. the: ; her. Li comes from a

*I-feng is also the ha

ng ung-v ,gng,;and?;‘so‘fthe‘lme‘can also be rendered: ‘“I-feng still painted the
hills and rivers of the Sw S
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scholarly family in Hsing-hua F{t, Hung Chia-chih (tzu Ch’ii-wu 3:3%) is the uncle of Hung
Chéng-chih. There is a colophon by Hung Chia-chih on Tao-chi’s portrait of Hung Chéng-chih
(xx11 in Marilyn and Shen Fus’ Studies in Connoisseurship). Hsien Chu was a poet and a
calligrapher from Szechuan and in his later years lived in Yangchou where he befriended
Tao-chi.

The landscape hanging scroll by Chu Ta in the Chih-lo Lou Collection is inscribed with
a poem referring to Tsung Ping 52/%. The same poem appears on several other landscapes by
Chu Ta including the one in the An-wan Z# album in the Sumitomo Collection. The An-wan
album is dedicated to “Tui-weng”” who was identified as Li Hung-ch’u 2=t by Ku Wén-pén
BICH in his catalogue Kuo-yiin Lou shu-hua chi SBEMEET. Wang ayu"iquestions this
identification as the paintings were dated (1694 and 1702 after i 1
There were several well—known men of Iettersacontemp
“Tui-weng,” but the most| gan
There is a fan in the Wal
on one side and calligr by Wang Shlh-hung on the other side, both dedicated to a
“Wén-yeh.” Tao-chi’spainting is dated 42nd year of K’ang-hsi. Wang’s inscription mentions
Hung Chia-chih (Ch’ii-wu) which is proof that Wang was contemporary with Tao-chi and a
friend of Hung Chia-chih.
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