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Calligraphy of Chu Ta (1626-1705)

(A Summary)

WANG FANG-YU

Introduction
Materials:

There are about 300 existing pieces of calligraphical works by Chu Ta plus quite 3
few writings on his paintings. Those which are used for study include originals,
photographs, and reproductions.

The studies of and comments on Chu Ta’s calligraphy in the past.
The shape of the calligraphy:

Album leaves, hanging scrolls, hand scrolls, couplets, fans, sets of hanging scrolls,
letters, and writings on paintings. Examples exist in all forms. The album leaves are the
greatest in number.

. The styles of his calligraphy:

Seal forms, scribe forms, documental script, regular forms, running script, and
cursive script. Also, his fancy signatures and the commemorative datings.
The models and calligraphers Chu Ta used to develop his style:

He has studied various models and calligraphers. The existing materials show that
he has studied the following calligraphers: Wang Hsi-chih E#2Z, Wang Hsien-chih
F#Z, Chung Yu &E#, Wang Seng-ch’ien E#E, Chang Chih3&Z, So Ching %%,
Huang Tao-chou /&, Hsii Hao %%, Yen Chen-ch’ing BRRM, Huai Su 3%, Yu
Shih-nan BU#E, Ch’u Sui-liang #3&B, Ou-yang Hsiin BKEG#I, Mi Fei K7, Ni Tsan
{33, Wang Ch’ung £, and Tung Ch’i-ch’ang EXE,

He has paid special attention to the following models: Lin-ho hsii E&F#L (Lan
T’ing, Orchid Pavilion), Chun-hua-ko t‘ieh ¥ACEA8E, Hsing-fu-ssu pei B8, Shéng-
mu t'ieh BN, Yiieh-yi t'ieh B, and Shéng-chiao hsii BEFF.

The chronological arrangement of Chu Ta’s calligraphical works.
The development of his signature.

The development of the character shapes in his script forms.
Conclusion.

© 000000 The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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