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The Origin":and Phonological Rules of fan-ch’ieh doublets
— With a discussion of Archaic Chinese Medials

(A Summary)

The Chieh-yiin gtoups together characters with the same fan-ch’ieh. Generally
speaking, all the "fan-ch’ieh within one category have the same group of second
characters, indicating a common final with Third-division categories where the words
have labial or velar initials and dental or labial endings forming an exception to
this rule. Here there are two groups of fan-chieh. These groups of fan-ch’ieh
correlate with two groups of words in the phonological charts and with two types
of initial reflexes in Sino-Annamese. One member of these fan-c’hieh doublets Az
is found in the fourth row of the rime charts and has a dental initial in Sino-
Annamese. (t — for oral stops, d — for nasals) and a labial in Chinese; the second,

nitial (b-, m-) in
f. fan-ch’ieh had been
“ang-kuei. Words of the C and

B1, is found in the third row of the rime charts and ha

Sino-Annamese and a labial in Chinese

neglected by Bernhat Igren, and
n the third r0w,k\\but the words of D category alone have
labial and velar initials just like Bl whereas the words in C have all kinds of initials
like Al. In Archaic Chinese Bl and D had dental initials as well. A2 and B2 are
similar to A1 and B1, but they are not in a single rime. Nevertheless B2 has dental
initials. A or B types whose labials remain unchanged after the age of Ancient
Chinese are different C or A types whose labials have changed into labiodentals in

most Chinese dialects.

D category are also g

In this paper, the author appraises the reconstructions of fan-ch’ieh doublets by
Professors Lu Chih-wei, Chou Fa-kao, Chang Kun and others, and then proceeds to

propose his own nine-vowel-three-medial systam: the nine vowels being i, u, €, @, o,

®, a, a, ) and the three medials, j. i, u, (vowel i and u ma be used sx,ﬁiédial). The

the five vowels
0.n Archaic Chinese. The feasibility of
ated by the fan-cl'ieh doublets of the finals of the third
Division, and the dk,cVéldpmciitt‘k:of labiodentals. 1In the fan-ch’ieh doublets, the main

above system was derived from the five-vowel-two

being i, t, u, @ a and.the two medial.

the new system is subst
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vowels of a typical rime group (# ) of the outer s
Ist Divisi :

on: e, =;a; 0;
n:: A (medial i) and B (medial j): a; C and D (medial j): a;
4th Division: i
while the main vowels of the rime groups of the inner series ( fyi# ) are as follows:
Ist Division: e, u, o;
3rd Division A (medial i) and B (medial j): e; B2 (medial j): i;
C (medial j): u, o; D (medial j): @
Labials with the finals *-ju-, *.jo-, *-ja- have changed into labiodentals in most
Chinese dialects after the age of Ancient Chinese while labials with the finals *-ji-,

*-jt-, *-jo-, *-ia-, remain unchanged. This will su pé’iéhesis of Professor

Li Fang-kuei that labials before *j+a non.
labiodentals. 3 ‘




