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Geographical Distribution' of Chancellors and Associate
Chancellors in the Northern Sung Dynasty

Yang Yiian

(A Summary)

Ever since the Western Han dynasty (206 B. C. :
been predominant in the ge
Chancellors in China.
period of the reign of En\}pe“ ‘Shen Tsung (1067-1085) of the Northern Sung dynasty
when the southerners Bégan to outnumber the northerners. The premiership per-
centage for the southerners was 2.1 in Western Han, 14.3 in T'ang, and 39.4 in
Northern Sung. If each emperor’s reign in the Northern Sung dynasty is to be taken
as a unit, then the watershed at which premiership of the northerners and southerners
levelled occurred during the reign of Emperor Shen Tsung when southern premiers
soared up to a percentage of 83.3, while pro-premiers, a percentage of 64.0. From
then on until the Southern Sung, the situation remains more or less the same.

The rise of the southerners in Northern Sung premiership can be ascribed to the
growth in economics and education in the South since the time of Western: Han.
On the whole, economic centres in China began to move to the " ter the mid-

T’ang years. In population, h outnumbering_the South’ situation since the
th ot What s
most noteworthy was that - ,grand undertakings of the Sui dynasty — the
construction of the Pian Canal in 605 to channel up the South and the North and
the establishment of the civil service examination in 606 — both of which did not
benefit the dynasty, but yielded enormous good results to the T’ang, Sung, and partirn-
larly the Northern Sung dynasties. The Pian Canal pushed the economic development
in the South to a new height, which was then taken up by the Northern Sung dynasty
as a foundation for further development. The selection of government officials from
the civil service examinations was also given great emphasis in the Northern Sung

Western Han dynasty had

dynasty. Only five out of a total of seventy-one premiers were not selected from the
examination system, representing a meagre 7%; and only forty-five senior government
officers out of a total of two hundred and forty were not holders of the ¢hin=shih
degree, a percentage of 18.7. It is evident that the civ
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came even more popular
Tsung (1022-1063) of the
“the promotlon of education in the years of
Ch’ing-li” (104 1048). As the growth of cconomics and the printing houses were
centercd in the South from the time of the T’ang dynasty, the area was culturally
better developed than the North. Moreover, partisan infightings in the reign of
Emperor Shen Tsung resulting from the Reform movement of Wang An-shih helped
to speed up the rise of the southerners. Among the premiers of the Northern Sung,
natives of the Honan province, by virtue of the inclusion of the capital, figured pro-
minently in the north; while natives of Fuchien, Kiangsi, Checkiang and Kiangsu had
the largest share in the South, with Fuchien and Kiangsi being the most predominant.
he most ﬁ%pressed: it used to
sgito the first in the T’ang
] iddle period of the Northern Sung
e intends 'to' examine those areas of outstanding performance;

In comparison, the Shansi province in the North

rank fourth in the Western Han premlcrship,
dynasty; but i ‘
dynasty. This.
but it will not 1

ect those areas which were on the wane.

In fact, this significant geographical redistribution of premiership in the Northern
Sung dynasty was already a subject of contention among the literati in the South and
those in the North. It started with the debate between Wang Tan and Wang Ch’in-
jo in the reign of Emperor Chen Tsung (997-1022), and it grew in the reign of
Emperor Ying Tsung (1063-1067) when Ssu-ma Kuang argued with Ou-yang Hsiu.
The conflict reached its height in the reign of Emperor Shen Tsung. From then on,
as the southern premiers had already established their superiority over the northerners,
such contention also faded away. On the contrary the southerners turned to say
something in defence of the northerners.

that the premiership
did not show the great-

Lu Yiu, a famous author of southern Sung dynas

was mainly in the hands of the sout]
officials. who held the 1mp0rtant positions should consist of
orth and the South.

ness of a state

the talents from‘i
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