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(A Summary)

Yen Keng-wang

In the western border region of Chien-nan tao &l & # (now the central part of
Ssu-ch’uan pg Jij ), starting from Sung-chou # M (now Sung-p’an hsien # 7 g ) in
the north to Chiin-chou % #{ (now Hsi-mao hsien 765 §&) and Yao-chou g # (now
north of Yao-an hsien in Yiin-nan 2 gk & g ik ) in the so he ‘aerial distance
is around 1,000 kilometres. abited this region.
 To. the west lies T u- ibes, the route followed
alohg Chien-nan ta i in the east to Tufan g ¥ in the west. Although
interrupted by penlo 1s - mountains ranges, with high mountains and deep valleys,
passes can always be found. The author has, in his published articles “A Study on
the Two Westward Road Communications from Mou Chou to Tibet in the T’ang
Dynasty” (Vol. 1, The Journal of the Institute of Chinese Studies, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong) and “A Study of Road Communications in the Min Shan
and Hs ieh Ling Regions in the T’ang Dynasty” (Vol. I, No. 1, The Journal of the
Institute of Chinese Studies, the Chinese University of Hong Kong) made detailed
studies on the communications network in the northwest border areas of Chien-nan

%] 85 ,while in another published article “A Study on the past roads from CH¢ng-
tu to Nan-chao Tao” (Chapter 7, T’ang shih yen chiy ts'ung k SBIFE B W )
he made a detalled study on the north-south main Toute of thwest border
icle nuation of the previous
~ -west routes connecting Ch’eng-
tu g & and the two. okaan -chao tao ﬁ #a . It is made up of two parts:
The first part is a study of the various tao & from Ya-chou # M (now Ya-chou
hsien % M § ), Li-chou # 4 (now the territory of Han-y{jan hsien ¥ & g ), Chan-
chou # #4 (now Hsi-ch’ang hsien 7§ & §& ) stretching westward beyond the border
areas. The second part is a study of various coastal tao 3 of the above-mentioned
three chou H leading eastward to Min Chiang ig v and Lu Shui 7@ sk (now Chin
Sha Chiang 4 ¥ y1.). The three previous articles had given a thorough description
of communication in the northwest and southwest border areas of Ch’éng-tu g in
the Middle Age of China. It is hoped that the present article will be of help to
those interested in military affairs, politics, commerce and trade and the frontier
tribal civilization of the southwest territories in the medieval times of China.

Numerous minorit,




