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The Recognition of Human Rights
in Modern China

(A Summary)

Research bh ancienf Chinese thought shows that the belief in the dignity of the
individual was given strong expression in the Three Dynasties. We find many instances
where human dignity and moral integrity were upheld in the Chou dynasty. However
the idea of human rights did not evolve until modern times in China. The recogni-
tion of such rights was largely the result of the impact of Western thought.

This realization of the importance of human rights can be evolved in two
stages. The first stage came with the introduction of many new ideas by Western
missionaries. One of these ideas was the belief that “everyone is born equal” which

Gruelty of the African

was put forth in the Bible. In contrast, the descripti

Chinese intellectua e

The second*éfhge began with the Sino-Japanese War when a revolution in
thought came in the wake of China’s defeat. Pecople began to realize the importance
of women’s rights, and, by implication, human rights. What is worth noting is that
the term “human rights” first came into use in 1898. From then on, it was widely
adopted and became a universal concept.

Human rights as understood in the nineteenth century had the following aspects:
first, the concept of autonomy; second, the idea of everyone being born equal; third,
the theory of natural human rights; fifth, the discussion of the meaning of slavery;

sixth, a rejection of totalitarian rule; and seventh, a call for people’s rights and

democracy.
Some contemp t the idea of human rights already

Thbugh ‘well-inten e\d,‘ their assertion that human rights

existed in ancient ¢

before modern timé is far from well-grounded.



