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A Stu on Sh \ ping of the Tradition
~of Ancient Chinese Culture

(A Summary)

Lao Sze-kwang

> DL ns, with which a researcher in the history of
Chinese philosophyfiis f reqcxi:ékntly confronted, is that too many conflicts are found in
the traditional account of ancient Chinese culture, which is, nonetheless, so universally
accepted that few traditional scholars ever questioned its reliability. For example,
while great primordial figures like Confucius and Lao-tze did show in quite clear
terms that they represented different cultural traditions, a monistic version of ancient
Chinese history was left by such authorities in history as Ssu-ma Chi’en and Pan Ku,
and had been elaborated into a fixed form before the rise of the Tang Dynasty.
People who were brought up on the classics as officially established in the Tang Dynasty
were ready to accept this monistic view, although historical evidence w ﬁyiﬁé against it.

Among the consequences of such an orthodoxic teaching and learning,

those relevant to the undérstanding ‘hinese: philosophy are specially serious. For

one thing, the ancient’ meﬂtariesidf the Book of Changes (known as the Ten
Wings) together with the mef:ii)hysical and cosmological ideas contained therein were
attributed to Confucius. This entails some paradigmatic demand which has made
philosophers in subsequent ages feel obliged to interpret Confucian principles in quite
an untruthful way. For another thing, concerning the origin of Yin (/%) and Chou
(J&) people, their first ancestors (Hsieh % and Ch’i ¥ respectively) were described by
Ssu-ma Ch’ien as sons of the same legendary Ku (#}). This strange invention helped
to blur the considerable difference between the two cultural traditions, including their
philosophies. More examples are at hand but it is not necessary to enumerate them
here. In a word, the need for reconstruction of ancient Chinese history seems to be

obvious and this is specially true where the study of the. histor : pﬁilosophy is

concerned.
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The present paper only deals with a partial clarification of our ideas concerning
ancient cultural traditions. The main purpose of this attempt is to reconstruct from
original and comparatively reliable materials a picture of the Chinese cultural situation
before the Chou Dynasty, in order to prepare students in Chinese philosophy for a more
objective understanding of the historical background of ancient schools of thought.
It includes a general description of the three groups of tribes (or peoples), with

emphasis upon their mutual relations, and the formation of two reat cultural tradi-

in a condensed wi «clai
s“wWecan do in the light of what is known to us at the present

but it may be the

time.




