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The“/":’Sourcé and Doctrine of Shen Te-ch’ien’s
Stylistic Theories

(A Summary)

Li Yui Ching

The theory of style {gF3to
on poetry in the m § - Wa
his predecessors’ theon T’ang vers1ﬁcat10n prevailed from the middle Ming right up
to the early Ch’ing. The theory of style of the Seven Masters of the Early and Late
Ming Migii#%t  and the theory of charm it of Wang Yii-yang F# ¥ had great
influence at that time. Shen Te-ch’ien inherited and innovated the theories of Wang
and the Seven Masters of the Early and Late Ming made his own contribution. He
compiled anthologies of T’ang, Ming and Ch’ing poetry /& - B - {#3¥ 5| K% , and con-
firmed the orthodoxy of T’ang style of poetry. He discussed poetry in terms of ch’i H ,
ko#%, fait and li . Shen suggested that in writing poetry one should go back to the
Shih Ching 7%$# (the Book of Odes) as the ultimate source, so as to learn from it. This
is his philosophy of poetry. He denounced inferior, fragile and poems on love from a
moral standpoint. He considered himself as a defendant of morals and engaged in a
written polemic with Yiien Mei =X . Shen did not complle ithologies for Sung
and Yuen poetry He was mfluenced by hlS contemp 'arles 1 ‘hls theory From his

theories a moral dimen“ on. . ‘

As a further note, the author of this article put forward his opinions on ko i #&{#
(form) and kotiao ¥ (style), which were seldom discussed in sufficient detail in the
past.




