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A Brief Account of the Historical Materials
of Guangdong Artisans Serving
in the Ch’ing Court in the Eighteenth Century

(A Summary)

1mper1a ;~;~ad€>cumen s such as the Archives of the Imperial
Household Workshop at Yang Hsin Hall & U BGE #E5E & (E A5 51 5 4% of the
Yung Chéng and Ch’ien Lung periods now in the China First Historical Archives
HRBI5E — B 5E RS S 8E, the writer, after years of investigation, discovered that there
were seventy artisans sent to serve in the Ch’ing court by the Viceroy of Guang-
dong and Guang Hsi, the Provincial Governor of Guangdong and the Superin-
tendent of Guangdong Maritime Customs. Of the seventy artisans, four were
sent in the K’ang Hsi (1662-1772), ten in the Yung Chéng (1723-1735) and fifty-
six in the Ch’ien Lung (1736-1795) reign periods. They fell into seven categories:
glass-makers (two), painter (one), enamel painters (twenty), ivory carvers
(eleven), clocksmith (one), lathe turners (two) and carpenters (thirty-three).

This paper discusses details of the time they came to and left the court, their
monthly salaries, the reasons for their returning to Guangd@ng and their service
in the Ju Yi Kuan #1%& & (workshop of pamtmg) the workshop of enamel and
the workshop of carpentry. All these were recorded in the Archives of the Impe-
rial Household .\‘kshop at ‘Yang Hsin Hall and the court memorials with the
emperors’ endorsement.

This paper quotes ‘materials which has never been published. It is, therefore,
valuable as reference for the history of the development of Guangdong hand-
icrafts and the relationship between imperial art and regional art.




