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A Study of the Genuine Body Statue of the Sixth Patriarch
Hui Néng in the Nan Hua Temple

(A Summary)

The Southern Ch’an School i#7% of Buddhism was founded by
the Sixth Patriarch Hui Néng 7Sl 2 8E during the T’ang era (618-907). He suc-
ceeded in Sinicising what was a foreign religion into a Chinese one and thus ex-
erted a great influence upon the history of religion as well as the history of philo-
sophical thought. The Ch’an Buddhism initiated the burial of the whole body,
breaking away from the practice of Indian Buddhists of burying the Sarira &F|F
after Nirvana {288 . The bodies of those eminent monks were preserved as mum-
mies. The author, on the evidence of what he saw and heard and the thorough
examination of related documents, establishes that the Hui Néng Statue at the
Nan Hua Temple F§ #=F in the Ch’ii Chiang County #i {L %% of Guangdong was
moulded by the monk carver Fang Pien 775 using the genuine body of Hui Néng
by means of the Chia Chu 3 #7 method. It is a pioneering work not only in the
history of Buddhism but also in the history of the art of carving. “This article also
introduces in detail the vanous Hui Neng statues in gdong since Sung, and
some attempt is m y compansons among them.




