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Cantonese Opera Script Research I: Prelimi Inquiry into
the Script, Story Llne, Pe formancic [ ‘and Playwrights
U rang” (Jomt Appomtment ofa
Mlnlster by the Six States)

(A Summary)

Leung Pui-kam

“Liuguo Da Feng Xiang”, or “Liuguo Feng Xiang”, abbreviated as: “Feng Xiang”, is a
play about Suqin, a Rovmg Counselor (Advocate of Alliances 7}%?), circa 333BC, during
e following titles: “Suqin’s
] , “Sugin”, “The Gold Seal”, “The
Comprehensive G Suqm :Appomted Mmlster” “Suqin Offers Strategies” ““Yellow
Gold Seal”, “Suq nsuccessful at Examination”, “Suqgin’s Homecoming”, “Sugin Teases
Sister-in-law”, “Suqm Counsels Six States”, “Suqin Becomes Minister of Six States”, “Seven
Enragement of Suqin”. That one person’s life can inspire so many scripts testifies to his
biography’s popularity.

“Liuguo Feng Xiang” had been performed in the repertory of “Nanxi B§#” of the Song
dynasty, “Yuenben B4 of the Jin dynasty, “Zaju 3 #)” of the Yuen dynasty, the “Chuangqi
%> of the Ming dynasty almost continually.

Since the Qing dynasty, different versions characterised by provincial, regional, language,
music, and vocal pitch variations had been introduced. These include regional theatres like
Yiyangqiang KB, kunqu B8, Gaoqiang I, Bangzi #§F, anqlang # ¥, and Pihuang
K #. Both the content and performance format of thesc regronal presen :ns were similar to
) versions follow the
ory line, one very popular
treatment deals so]q_l withSugin’ s omt '”cm, ‘as Prime inister by the Six States,
considering this as worthy of an independent and separate production. It further became a
tradition that this was given the honour of the inaugural performance of any company,
preceding all regular répertory. This play brings out all cast members, symbolizing luck,
solidarity, merrymaking, grandiosity, and gravity. It is not unlike the circus parade one
witnesses before the Big Top’s performance in a new location.

Concerning the Cantonese Opera “Liuguo Da Feng Xiang” there are many issues still
awaiting further research. Among the questions to be answered are: What are the evolution
and evolvement of the main characters? When did these take place? Who were responsible for
these changes? Why and when did the play become the inaugural performance preceding the
regular repertory?

According to in-depth studies, the fixed “Inaugural” performance started during late
Qing (1870-90), between the last years of Tongzhi [ 74 and the middle years of Guangxu 3%

Glorious Return”
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#%. However, the elaborate presentation of the “Six States’ Appoingment” performance
appeared earlier, during the Daoguang period (1821-50). Some place the beginning of the
grand exhibition tradition to attract audiences even earlier, in the Qianlong ¥ [& period (1736
—95). As to script changes, they probably were not introduced by Juren Liu Huadong 2 A 8l
3 during the reign of Daoguang B J6. It is believed that the evolution involved many theatre
personages through the years, much like the development and growth of the novel during the
Yuan and Ming dynasties.




