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A Study of Tai Chen S C mentar

Ch’U Yian: With Discu

Manuscript of the Draft of the Commentary as well as of
the Manuscript of the Ching-k’ao fu-lu

(A Summary)

Chan Shing Cheong

Tai Chen #(%E (1724-1777) wrote the first draft of hi ‘the Fu of Ch’i
Yiian (JEFRE ) at the age of thlrty It was rev1sed St and published in 1760
under the sponsorship of W ferig A . This printed edition included: 1. the Chu %
in seven chapters; 2. the -hsz 1_?% m‘two chapters; and 3. the Yin-yi &3 in three
chapters. Wang wrote a pos script to the Yin-yi giving the impression that it was his own
work. However, Tuan Yii-ts’ai B¢ E#§ argued in his A Chronicle of Tai Tung-yiian's Life
(BUR R4 5 ) that the Yin-yi, though it was published under Wang’s name, was in fact
the work of Tai Chen. Since then the authorship of the Yin-yi has remained a matter of
CONtroversy.

In order to prove what Tuan Yii-ts’ai said was true, the author of this article points out
that the line A~ i T £ # 5 was emended to i 1 FE 5 in the Commentary and that the
grounds for the emendation are only to be found in the Yin-yi. As it was never Tai Chen’s
practice to emend an established reading without giving sufficient grounds, in the present
case Tai assumed that the reader would have known that he dealt with the problem in the
Yin-yi, another work by him.

In his Ssu-k'u t'i-yao pien-cheng VU 1R B HEE Yu Ch1a h i
for plagiarizing from Chu Hsi’s &% Ch U ~
accusation to be unfair since in \ . Hgi and
the same source, viz., Wan IJZ work ‘and used it in their own way. Tai Chen did
mention Chu Hsi’s name when he quoted some of the latter’s original ideas. However, in
such matters Tai Chen was not meticulous as was the case when he made use of valuable
interpretations originally suggested by Wang Yiian {£3% of the Ming dynasty without ac-
knowledgement.

In this article the author also raises the question about the authenticity of the draft
edition of the Commentary and that of the manuscript edition of the Ching-k'ao fu-lu
7 Fff #% . Both works were first published in 1936(?) in photomechanical printing as a part
of the Complete Works of Tai Tung-yiian (8,38 i %c4: 224 ), which formed the sixth volume
of the Anhwei ts'ung-shu Z##E . The original copies were in the collection of Hsii
Ch’eng-yao &2 , who was also one of the ts’ung-shu’s editors. According to Hsii these
copies were derived from the same origin and their former owner was Wu Te-ying 2153
whose studio name was Hu-t'ien ts’ao-t'ang I E & . After some preliminary studies the
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author concludes that the draft edition of the Qé‘@ffffe_; an amalgamation of material
taken from the printed edition wi edi ;pré‘f%?at}en‘s of the forger, whose identifica-
tion cannot be tr, yet, anuscript edition of the Ching-k'ao fu-lu is a total

forgery.




