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A Study nTwo Poems by Hsieh Ling-yln
Entitled “Telling of the Virtue of My Grandfather”

(A Summary)

Dang Shu-leung

Though the two poems of Hsieh Ling-yiin, g of the Virtue of My
Grandfather”, are often neglected by later CI‘lthS*‘WhO mainly as a nature poet, they
are important works in;the context of the Confucian hterary tradition. This paper attempts to
explore the role and pesition of theseé two poems in the development of poetry during Chin
and Sung dynasties b ~‘a1yzmg their subject matter, structure, language as well as the
techniques involved. When Hsieh praises the virtue of his grandfather, he is, in fact, project-
ing the ideal of a great statesman. Hsieh himself had been striving after such an ideal which
remained an unfulfilled ambition. This distress led Hsieh to resort to nature. By reading these
poems carefully one may even gain some insight into his nature poems.




