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An Investigation on the Dates of Birth and Death of the
Latter Seven Masters of the Ming Dynasty
and Their Friends

(A Summary)

The Latter Seven Masters of the: Ming dynasty, viz., Hsieh Chen, Li P’an-lung, Hsii
Chung-hsing, Liang Yu-yii, Wu Kuo-lun, Tsung Ch’en and Wang Shih-chen and their friends
were a group of poets who were scattered in all parts of the country. Some of them were
officials and some were recluses. They generally echoed one anther’s views and put forward
aview in common to them all. In a period of some eighty years from 1544 when Li P’an-lung
became a chin-shih to 1626 when Li Wei-chen died poetry flourished greatly.

Concerning the dates of birth and death of members of this group, in some cases we
have some accurate and some inaccurate information, in other cases no accurate information
is available. In yet other cases nothing is known at all. In this paper fifty persons are selected
whose dates of birth and death will be investigated. Of what information he has, the author
tries to separate the reliable from the unreliable and tries to put errors right wherever
possible. Where there is no information, he has tried to establish facts by using reliable but
untapped sources. Where there is disagreement, he tries to examine the evidence with care to
come to a more reliable conclusion. By doing this,:he has d.to provide dates of birth
and death for all of the fi : ome ¢ arrives at the day and month. In other
cases he gives only t . ‘

This paper is in s. The first part deals with twenty-one persons while the second
part deals with twenty-nine persons. Except Hsieh Chen, all the people investigated died in
the first half of the sixteenth century.




