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Ways of Imperial Cor}s%’é ‘;‘urt Deliberation in

(A Summary)

Liu Pak-Yuen

There were two ways of imperial consultation in the Qin and Han dynasties. First, when
metropolitan officials held an audience with the emperor, the emperor would discuss political
and administrative matters with them; second, the emperor would summon some officials to
the court and asked the1r opinion on certain subjects Court deliberation took three forms:
ne a few appointed ofticials; second,
and third, the “grand delibera-

dellberatlons in which the m{gggnaf‘e op
tion”, in which the most impor eentraligovernment took part.

The above-mentioned ways’ sultation and deliberation were not unrelated.
Governmental matters were always discussed again and again in different ways. It seems that
governmental decision-making in the Qin and Han dynasties was conducted in a very careful
manner, and opposite opinions were respected in the debate. This is the rational aspect of the
imperial system of ancient China. However, these features cannot be regarded as democratic
because the opinions of officials were not binding on the emperor. We can find many
examples that the emperor used these forms of deliberation and consultation to shift his
political responsibility onto the officials in the historical records.




