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A Suggested Annotation of the Phrase Daqi
Mancheng X #& 2 K, in the Laozi &-F according to the
Guodian amb Strips of Chu (38 15 3 fif)

(A Summary)

Chan Hung Kan

The annotation of the phrase dagi wancheng KX %8 /8 in the Laozi has had no controversy in
the past. However, in the recently unearthed Laozi in thc Guodian Bamboo Strips of Chu (38
Ji& %% ), the compound wancheng in dagi wa;ncheng reads as mancheng 8 i, while according
to the silk manuscript o (5 .

(18) or late (B%), and th
phrase dagi mancheng in the bamboo strips of the Laozi, and taking into consideration of the
related sentences in the silk manuscripts and Wang Bi’s .5 edition of the Laozi, this paper
argues from the angles of sentence structure and authorial intention, and holds that man should
instead be annotated as wu #&. This paper also argues that both man and mian should be
annotated as wu. References are made to the convention of ancient writings, the time when
the Laozi was written, and the time when the character wan M first appeared. Later editions
mistake mian %, as wan B, and generally accept the phrase daqi wancheng, which is precisely
the opposite of the idea of the Laozi.




