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Temporary Censors in the Northern Song:
A Discussion of the Temoorary C nsor's Qualification

(A Summary)

Chau Lin Tai

The Temporary Censor (yushi lihang 18 52 247) was a kind of duty assignment in the Northern
Song (960-1276). In 1034, Emperor Song Zengzong (968-1022, r. 997-1022) approved
Han Yi’s (972-1004) suggestion of establishing the post of Temporary Censor, which was
originated in Tang dynasty (618-907). The establishment of post was aimed at provid-
ing an opportunity for the offlc' with ower quahflcafmﬂ“m territorial administration to
exercise the right of policy ¢ befc *y“cou]d be qualified for promotion to the post
of Censor (yushi fl 52). What deserves our attention is the discussion among officials on the
qualification of being required to be a Temporary Censor and how the Grand Councilor
(zaixiang SFH) exercised the executive power to influence the selection for appointment.

The Temporary Censor was therefore regarded as a “stepping stone” of the post of
Censor for the selected officials. However, more and more officials even could not reach the
qualification appropriated to the Temporary Censor when they were recommended by either
the Vice Censor-in-Chief (yushi zhongcheng 1% #K) or the Grand Councilor. In
order words, the Grand Councilor could recommend the official he favoured without consid-
ering his qualification. Such a case inevitably provoked controversy among the officials in the
central government.

This paper explores the hlstoncal background of the post.of Temporary Censor and then
discusses the qualificatio “and political meaning and the continuous
decline in the qualificati “appomted which aroused the officials’
criticism. Primary attention will be focused on how these issues revealed the enlarged execu-
tive power of the Grand Councilor and how political reasons influenced the selection for
appointment.




