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Powerful Families in Donghai Jun during the Han Period
(206 B.C. — A.D. 220): A Survey 1e “Donghai Jun
Xiaxia Zhangli'Mingji” and the “Zeng Qian Mingji”
Excavated at Yinwan, Jiangsu

(A Summary)

Ming-chiu Lai

Powerful families occupied a prominent position in Han soci ty, particularly in the peripheral
regions where centripetal rcesyof thc e:mp“ire were relatwely weak. This paper discusses
At surnames ded their social and political interests by
joining the local bureauc ¢ structure of Donghai Jun 3X##F, a Han coastal commandery.
The author examines two wooden documents from Yinwan F %, Ji iangsu YLEX province,
namely the “Donghai Jun xiaxia zhangli mingji ¥ #f T ¥ &R 554 %> which listed the
officials above the stipend of one hundred bushels of grain in Donghai Jun, and the “Zeng
gian mingji #%£%42 #&” which contained a list of donors to the occupant of M6 burial at Yinwan.
By examining the wooden documents, the author reviews the great surnames and their
geographical distribution. The author argues that family members of the great surnames
expanded their own interests through their participation in local administration. As suggested
by Higashi Shinji &K, local officials continuously held the tenure of offices in commandery
or prefecture level. Through evidences compiled from the wooden.documents, we can
identify the jun zhong shidafu R+ ij(?i (scholar—offmals in the commandery) and xian
zhong shidafu S L KK hola rc,fecture) and further surmise how
members of the powerfu s-built up theirown personal networks while holding offices
in Donghai Jun. -




