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A Comparison of the Text of the Pseudo-Kong
Commentary to the Shujing and the Relevant
;ter of Sima Qian’s Shiji

(A Summary)

Ho Che Wah

The Shujing B is among the earliest works known to us as , the Thirteen Classics, but
unfortunately it is also among the most problematic. It consist ‘of twenty-eight chapters known
as the Jinwen Shangshu 4 3C & and twenty“five hapters’known as the Guwen Shangshu
. (The terms jinwen dnd guwen refer to the script and not the contents.) The Guwen
Shangshu chapters are suppose the Guwen Shangshu unearthed in Emperor Wu’s &,
7 time and transmitted by Kong Anguo L% @, but this does not seem to be supported by
the facts. It is generally accepted on the authority of the research done by Yan Ruoqu & #3%
that the version supposed to be transmitted by Kong Anguo was lost and the so-called guwen
chapters incorporated in the extant Shujing are forgeries.

It is accepted that if the guwen chapters were forgeries, the so-called Kong Anguo
Commentary could only be forgeries as well, as it is highly unlikely the forger had access to
the genuine Kong Anguo version. This must be the reason the guwen chapters were generally
accepted as forgeries, and no serious research has ever been done on the so-called Kong
Commentary which has been simply dubbed the Pseudo-Kong Commentary (3 fL{%), leaving
a consensus that the Pseudo-Kong Commentary was forged after the Eastern Han.

When Sima Qian 7] %8 compnled the Shiji % made use of the Shujing. He also
took the opportunity of jting asier: voeabulary to make it more intelligible for
contemporary readers. empt at translation has exercised a profound influence on the
interpreters of the Shujing in subsequent ages.

In the present essay, an attempt has been made to set the Shiji text side by side with the
Pseudo-Kong Commentary, giving a clear picture of the agreement as well as the divergence
in the two works, thus paving the way for future studies which may throw light on the age-old
problem.




