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A Study of the Relationship between the Liuzi, the
Huainanzi, and the Extant Version of the Wenzi

(Abstract)

Leung Tak Wah

Previous discussions of the Liuzi focus primarily on its authorship, but, as the issue
is complex, this problem remains unresolved even in current research. Other than
authorship, the relationship between the Liuzi and the philosophical works of the Qin-Han
period has not been closely looked at. This paper compares and contrasts the Liuzi with
corresponding chapters in the Huainanzi and also with the extant version of the Wenzi, and
examines the sources from which the Liuzi drew its references. By comparing the Liuzi
with these two earlier works, this paper shows that the Liuzi modified its source materials
in various ways, including summarizing, expanding, and paraphrasing. Specific examples
are cited to illustrate the extensive modification made to the original texts. Furthermore,
there is a discussion on the dating of authorship as well as the textual history of both the
Huainanzi and the extant version of the Wenzi.
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