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Comments on tiie Age of the Seal of the Queen

J. C. Wang

(A Summary)

the most important di ien
have, in their researches e to the conclusion that this seal belonged to Empress
Lu i of the Western Han, but other scholars expressed disagreement. The author
of this article had thofoughly investigated this matter from the point of view of what
happened in the early Han period and its rituals and regulations governing official seals.
He has come to the conclusion that this was not the seal of Empress Lu, but was the
official seal of an Empress of Western Han. From a study of the styles of the knobs of
seals and from features in the evolution of calligraphy of Western Han, he was able to
deduce the age of this seal — the upper limit cannot be earlier than the periods of
Emperors of Wen and Ching 52 - %4%, while the lower limit should be around the
times of Emperor Wu 4% .




