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A Combined Study on the Four Great Monk
Painters in Early Ch’ing Dynasty

Wang Shi Qing

(A Summary)

jasty, Chien Chiang #iiL ,
J ) [ were all 1mportant
figures in the Iust Chmese ;;\The unique charactenstlcs of their poems, calligraphy
and paintings had lerable influence at that time as well as in the later ages. This
paper makes a combined study on three aspects of their lives.
1. Dates of Birth and Death

The dates of birth and death of the four monks are generally well-established.
Chronologically they are as follows:

Chien Chiang 1610 — 1664
Shih Hsi 1612 — 1673
Pa Ta Shan Jén 1636 — 1705
Shih T’ao 1642 — 1707

But even now there are still arguments about the year Shih T’ao died. One theory is
that he died in ““about 1718, The second is that in 1710 he was, “still alive”’. The
third is that in 1721 he painted the “Pa shih shu huai t'u” /A +3EE (A Painting to
Express the Wishes of an Octogenarian). Obcxousl ‘these ar, nts are at variance with
the date 1707 which selegy. Thus these arguments
are groundless.
2. Whereabouts

The whereabouts of the four monks aftér the beginning of the Ch’ing Dynasty
are not completely known.

Chien Chiang The last 18 years of his life can be divided into three peirods:
(1) in Fu-chien Proivnce iE# % , (2) in Nan-ching #7 and Wu-hu ##), and (3) in She
County #k%% . In She County he toured Huang-shan (1| every year. He had also been
several times to visit the Wu Family 2 X in Hsi-hsi-nan g5 F§ . The place where he
stayed the longest was Wu-ming Monastery F B at the foot of P’ei-yun Hill #iZE% .
In 1663 he toured Lu-shan JE[Li.

Shih Hsi As the Ming gave way to the Ch’ing, he was still in Wu-ing #f%. He
went down to Nan-ching again in 1654. At first he lived in Ta-pao-€n Monastery
kiﬁﬁa?(Great Thanksgwmg Monastery). Later on he moved to Yu-chl Monastery
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Pan Ta Shang:Jén before he settled down in Nan-ch’ang #/& in his later
years, there were only three periods of which we have knowledge: 1653 — 1659
in Chin-hsien County B8, 1671 — 1676 in Féng-hsin County Z #1%8% (during this
period he also stayed in Hsin-ch’ang #7k; for some time), 1679 — 1680 in Lin-ch’uan
County B JI18% .

Four supplementary points about Shih T ao:

(1) Did he visit Lu-shan in 1664? (2) In the summer of 1668 he was in Shé
County. (3) In June 1695, he visited He-fei 582 . (4) He returned to Nan-ching in the
spring of 1702 and stayed for 10 days.

3. Social Activities

It is now known that of the four monks.Shih
social circles in whic :
third and Shih Hsi ¢ :

Most of Chien Ch1 ; lzssfnends were adherents of the Ming Dynasty. They were
mostly inhabitants- of She County. Apart from those listed by Wang T’ai-chéng
T&# in his Biography of Chien Chiang Monk #iiLFIf5{% |, Wu Chieh %{F , Wu
Hung-chian ‘£#5#7 and Wu Méng-yin 'R 2F) should also be included. Among Shlh
Hsi’s close friends, those who were well known figures were Ch’ien Ch’ien-yi §§3# 4%
Ch’en Chéng-k’ui 2 £ # and Ku Yen-wu #X R etc., those not well known were Hsii
Yen-wu fR%ZE % and Hsing Fu ® % (Shih Hsi’s disciple). Pa Ta Shan Jén had Jao Yii-p’u
BEF £ as a close friend in his early years and Hu Yi-t’ang #1/+%: and Fang Shih-kuan
JF+¥ in his later years. Of Shih T’ao’s friends, most were from Shé County and they
were mainly reluses and merchants with literary leanings. Altogether there are more
than 50 who are known by their names and home villages.

The four monks also shared some common friends. Some

first in the width of the
g came second, Pa Ta Shan Jén came

these were friends
friends with one of

For example, Wang chéng-
yuan {E#GE was a frie 1 y years and later on becarie Shih
T’ao’s friend. On the o d, Chu Kuan %8 , Chang Ch’ao #:#} and Ch’&n Ting
B 4¥# and so on were friends of Pa Ta Shan Jén as well as Shih T ao. Although the four
monks did not have any direct contact with each other, it was through these friends that
they were closely linked.

them in the early years




