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A Study of the Ijevelopment of the Rhyme Systems
from the Period of Proto-Chinese Hsieh-shéng
and Shih-ching Rhymes to the Ancient Chinese Period

Yu Nae-wing

The study of p
Shih-ching ;5#¢ , wh A
merely been used for: reference purposes. The fact has been ignored that the hszeh-sheng
characters in the period of Shih-ching include the first to fourth division % in the
rhyme system of ancient Chinese. These characters can further be classified into the
first, second, third B, .D divisions or the first, second, third B, .C divisions as one group
and the second, third A, fourth divisions as another. This distribution fits in with
what has been observed about the phenomenon that Ch’ung-niu (doublets) EH#H in the
third division rthyme that they come from different rhyme divisions of proto-Chinese.
Combining with the consideration of dialects, it is found that the vowels of hsieh-shéng
characters of the third A and fourth divisions are of the front and high type, while
those in the first division and non A third division are of a back and low type. Thus,
basmg on the clues of hszeh-sheng characters, the thlrty one categones\kidenved from the

ifiedinto thirty-eight categories.
Together with an extra three categories.of hig ial thyme endings *-v, it makes
up to a total of forty-or & Ca k S

The vowel system he forty-one categories in the hsieh-shéng period can be
identified as follows: fir ‘basing on the Min dialect and the distribution of
k'ai-k’ou (open) 1 and ho-k’ou (closed) & P of the rhyme categories, the author
suggests that rounded vowels may have existed in the six thyme categories of Z, i,
JE, 4, ¥, 5. Secondly, basing himself on the Wu ‘& dialect and the fact that k’ai-k’ou
and ho-k’ou and not interchangeable for hsieh-shéng purposes, the author posits out
that the thyme categories of &, #f, & originally had rounded vowels. That the &
category and the 2, 4, f categories were used to rhyme is evident from the rhymed
proses of pre-Ch’in period. From these one can conclude that there must have been a
common principal vowel for all the four categories, which is the rounded back ‘0’.
With the inclusion of the unrounded front vowels %’, ‘¢’ in the third A division of
ancient Chinese, the unrounded low vowel ‘@’ in the category B, .C or the category
B, .D of the third division, the rounded, back high vowel ‘Ui third C division, a
five-vowel system (‘7’, ‘e’, ‘a’, ‘0’, ‘w’ estabhshed

The five-vowel syste
of any natural language.j
language family #E#:E
of the four vowels I’, ‘2

ws\a resemblance The author interprets the transformatmn
5 ] c < 3

* and the four ascending diphthongs ‘i2°, ‘ia’, ‘ua’, ‘ua

9
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from the period of hsieh-shéng to Shih-ching according to the rules of vowel breaking
and centralization. The process can be seen as follows: the unrounded front vowels
‘’’ and ‘e’ diverge into ‘i’ and ‘ia’ in Eastern Chou while the rounded, high back vowel
u’ became ‘ua’ and the rounded back vowel ‘0’ became ‘a’. Nevertheless, between
the dental initials and finals, the vowel ‘0’ changed to ‘ua’. This type of development
of vowel is in accordance with the rules of modern phonetics that non-low vowels can
come to assume a lower or a central position, while the non-low front or back vowels
have the possibility of centralization. These phenomena are comm‘on in all branches
of the Sino-Tibetan language family. :

The process of development of the@rhy"‘“

A (A,-A;), B(B
unchanged in the ‘A, B categories, and the labials of the categories C and D become
labiodentals after the ancient period, it can be concluded that the categories A, B, C
of the third division in proto-Chinese carry a medial *j, while the B category carries a
medial */. From the period of Eastern Chou to ancient Chinese, the medial *j in the
A category gradually weakened and gave rise to ‘ie’ and ‘¢’ thyme categories, while the
categories C and D still carried a medial j. As for the medial */ in the category B, it
changed to the medial j in ancient Chinese, a change similar to that of the medial */
in ancient Burmese & i@ 3 to a medial j in modern Ragoon {11 dialect. Thus, the
rhyme categories B, C, D with a medial j are all placed in the third division of the
thyme chart #[& . However, due to the influence of the medial *j, the vowel *a in the
categories C and D shifts backward and becomes ‘a’. The vowel *3 in category B
moves forward and becomes ‘e’ as a result of the medlal which subsequently

whether the labials

is a front, central or one. The‘fnedxal j is merely a remote cause.




