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On Chu Hsi as an Important Source
for the Development of the Philosophy of

Wang Yang-ming

Shu-hsien Liu

Wang Yang-ming’s: 2-1529) name has constantly been associated with that of
Lu Hsiang-shan (1139-1193). As there is indeed affinity of spirit between the two
thinkers, it is by no means an accident that Lu-Wang has been regarded as a single
school. However, it would be a grave mistake to simply identify Wang’s position with
Lu’s, as the approach of each of the two thinkers was very different from that of the
other. The school of Lu-Wang has been taken to be in sharp contrast with the school
of Ch’eng-Chu, named after Ch’eng I (1033-1107) and Chu Hsi (1130-1200). There is
no question that Chu Hsi took Ch’eng I as his mentor, that Chu and Lu were rivals, and
that Wang criticized strongly some of Chu’s central ideas. But it would, nevertheless,
be a serious mistake to assume that there was no common ground between Chu and
Wang whatsoever. In fact, in the course of the development of his philosophy, Wang
was profoundly influenced by Chu. If this were not the case, surely the formulation of
his problematic would have been totally different. The relati ?i:e’éﬁWeeri\‘Wang and Chu
is most complex and intriguing, and deserves carefi dy purpose of this article
is to destroy the myths and for t there'is no discrepancy between Lu and
Wang, and that there is nota close relationship between Wang and Chu.




