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The Final Decision for the Official Recognition of
Wang Yangming

(A Summary)

Hung-lam Chu

Wang Yangming was officially recognized as a “true Confucian” at the end of 1584 when the
Ming court ordered his spiritual tablet to be placed in the Confucian temples throughout the
empire. This decision was made after a long deliberation of eighteen years during which twg
occasions of vigorous debates were engaged among court and provincial officials. The details
of the first debate, during 1572—-1573, and its political and cultural implications have been
studied in the author’s earlier paper, “The Debate over Recognition of Wang Yang-ming.” The
present paper further presents opinions from the opposing sides and examines the reasons for
the suspension of official rites following the 1574 edict to grant Wang Yangming supreme
recognition. By doing so, it also explores the contemporary implications of this peculiar
institution.
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