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The Formation of Gao Huan’s Bloc and Political
Conflicts in the Eastern Wei Dynasty (534-550)

(A Summary)

Tse Wai Kit Wicky

After the collapse of the Northern Wei dynasty (386-534), Gao Huan defeated the Erzhu
family, made the Yuan emperor a puppet, and established the Eastern Wei regime under his
control. From the traditional point of view, the political conflicts in the Eastern Wei mirrored
the conflicts between the non-Han military elite and the Han aristocracy. However, the author
considers this interpretation highly dubious. The purpose of the present paper is to reexamine
the cause and nature of those conflicts. It first traces the cause and nature of the Northern
Garrisons Revolt (524) as the background of the rise of Gao Huan and his comrades. An
analysis is then given to the composition and power structure of the founding members of Gao
Huan’s hegemony. These founding members became'the prominent and senior officials in the
court. On the other hand, Gao Cheng; Gao Huan's heir, and the reformists wanted to exert
influence over the court. As a result, conflicts broke out between the reformists and the
conservative senior officials. This article suggests that the conflicts between them were power
struggle or political conflicts rather than ethnic or cultural conflicts. Also, the author proposes
that the death of Gao Cheng was the plot of Gao Huan’s comrades and Gao Cheng’s brother,
Gao Yang.



