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The Early Song Grand Strategy in State Founding
and Its lrredentist’'Yuyen Campaign:
A Reconstructed Strategic Framework

(A Summary)

Shui-lung Tsang

The catastrophic defeat of the Song expeditionary army in 986 was long regarded as a turning -
point of premodern Chinese history. Unable to retake Yuzhou in 979 and 986, the dynastic
empire founded by the Han Chinese was compelled to face a series of military crisis on the
northern border. This paper provides a strategic framework reassessing the military disasters
of the Northern Song aimed at retaking the Yuyen region, which had been ceded to the Khitans
during the Five Dynasties. Considering the traditional perspectives insufficient to explain the
catastrophic defeat in 986, the author introduces the methodology of strategic studies, strategic
culture, and the theory of disaster to propose an integrated explanation on the Song military
misfortune.



