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The Spread of Guandi Worship through Morality
Books in the Qing Dynasty

(A Summary)

Yau Chi On

In the Qing dynasty, Guandi worship and the Guandi morality books were two sides of
the same coin. This paper documents the publication of major Guandi morality books
such as the Jueshijing and the Guansheng dijun mingshengjing, traces their spread from
China to Southeast Asia, and evaluates their impact on the expansion of Guandi worship.
It also explores the religious and social contexts within which these Guandi worship texts
were employed. The Chongzheng Charity Hall in Guangzhou, for instance, preached the
Guandi worship texts while actively combating plague that terrorized the city. The Guandi
morality books therefore institutionalized and enhanced the Guandi worship.

PAst - B EE RERUE Ea BRI R T
Keywords: Guandi worship, morality books, spirit writing, charity hall, Guandi temples
in Hong Kong
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