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A Re-examination of Bang feng: On the Early
Form of the Book of (Folk) Songs Seen through
Confucius’s Critique of the Book of Songs

(Abstract)

Wang Gang

This historical investigation views the early form of the Book of (Folk) Songs through
Bang feng from Confucius’s Critique of the Book of Songs and determines relations
between Han dynasty name avoidance regulations and the critical interpretation of the
ancient texts. Firstly, Bang feng was not an original name of the Book of (Folk) Songs
and Guo feng had nothing to do with taboos about naming. Secondly, Bang feng and
Guo feng were coexisting, contemporary names. On one hand, the Book of (Folk) Songs
aggregated into “Bang Guo,” which brought out the name of Bang feng and Guo feng; on
the other hand, they were not all formal appellations but became fixed in Warring States
times. Thirdly, from the Spring and Autumn period, Guo feng was an important factor in
the spiritual life of the guoren B A\ (local aristocracy), as it was the inheritance from the
culture of ritual and music from the Western Zhou dynasty and matches more closely the
Book of (Folk) Songs.
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Keywords: Confucius’s Critique of the Book of Songs  Bang feng Book of (Folk)
Songs  early form
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