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Hong Kong and Macao

By Kang Youwei
Translated by T. C. Lai
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Kang Youwei

Hong Kong—what a picture of desolation!
Macao—how like a landscape at dusk!

You ask: “What did you see, sir, in those places?”
“Bizarre circuses and barbaric costumes.””’

Kang Youwei (1858-1927) was a famous reformer of the late Qing dynasty.

Poems translated by T. C. Lai are taken from T. C. Lai and Joyce Hsia, Hong Kong: Images on Shifting
Waters (Hong Kong: Kelly and Walsh, 1977). Reprinted by permission.
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