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PERNICI TORINENSIS
DE REVOLVTIONIEYVYS ORBI"
um cceleftium, Libri v1,
‘Perhaps there will be babblers who claim
to be judges of astronomy although
completely ignorant of the subject and,

badly distorting some passage of

.Habesinhoc opereiam recens nato, & dito, : . :
fudiofelector, Motus ftellarum , tam fixarum, Scripture to their purpose, ywll dare to
qudm erraticarum, mm:xu:tmbus tum etiam find fault with my undertaking and
ex recentibus obferuationibus reftitutos:& nos censure it. I disr'egar'd them even to the

uis infuper ac admirabilibus hypothefibus or<

natos.Habes etiam Tabulas Expedmﬁ‘-lmas €x extent Of despiSing their criticism as
quibus cofdem ad quoduis tempus quim facilli unfounded. For it is not unknown that
me calculare poteris.Igiur eme,lege,fruere. Lactantius, otherwise an illustrious
writer but hardly an astronomer, speaks
Ryapidrme Sils dodm, quite childishly about the Earth's shape,

when he mocks those who declared that
the Earth has the form of a globe. Hence
scholars need not be surprised if any
such persons will likewise ridicule me.
Norimberg® apudIoh. Petreium, Astronomy is written for astronomers.’

Anno M, D, XLIII




T. S. Kuhn, The Copernican Revolution (Harvard, Cambridge, 1976).
J. Repcheck, Copernicus Secret (Simon and Schuster, New York, 2007).
A. Rupert Hall, The Revolution in Science 1500-1750 (Longman, London, 1983).

O. Gingerich, The Book Nobody Read : Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus
Copernicus (Walker, New York, 2004).
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From J. Repcheck, Copernicus Secret,
Simon & Schuster, 2007.



Nicolaus Copernicus Museum in Frombork

19.11.1473
1483

1489

1491

1491-1495
1496

Life of Nicolaus Copernicus

Nicolaus Copernicus born at Torun, Poland
Copernicus’ father dies

Lukasz Watzenrode, Copernicus’ maternal uncle and guardian, elected Bishop of
Warmia.

Nicolaus Copernicus leaves the parish school of St. John, Torun for the
University in Krakéw.

Period of studies at the University in Krakow.

Copernicus begins Law studies at Bologna.

1497

Copernicus join the Chapter of Warmia, holding the post of Canon of Frombork

1501

in absentia through his vicars. His name is entered into the students’ corporation

Copernicus completes his fourth year of studies; his three year leave of absence
from duties as Canon to the Chapter House expires; he goes to Frombork and
requests two year extension of his leave to complete his studies. The Chapter
approves his request. He begins the study of Medicine at Padua while continuing

to read Law.



1507

Chapter appoints Copernicus private physician to the Bishop. Works on his
Commentariolus which presents theories on motions of celestial bodies
containing the first synopsis of his heliocentric theory. This treatise is sent to
various persons via a series of letters.

1509-1510
1510-1512

1519-1520

Leaves Bishop’s Court at Lidzbark Warmieski and moves to Frombork.

Copernicus draws up a map of Warmia and the western borders of Royal Prussia
for the Poznan convention of the King’s Council. Copernicus continues to hold
both the office of Chancellor as well as Visitor in the Chapter House.

1511 Appointed Chief Bursar in the Chapter.

Qutbreak of war between Poland and the Teutonic Knights.

1520

Copernicus is part of the Polish embassy to the Grand Master of the Teutonic

Knights requesting restoration of Braniewo, captured by the Teutonic Knights.
Reappointed Administrator of the Chapter property. Copernicus organises the
defence of Olsztyn against the Teutonic Knights.

1538-1539

Bishop Joannes Dantiscus (Dantyszek) suspects Copernicus of living in
concubinage, orders him to send away his housekeeper, and instigates canon
law proceedings against him. While Coppernicus complies with the request,
nothing came of the charges which were eventually dropped.

1539

Georg Joachim von Lauchen (Rheticus), Professor of Mathematics from
Wittenberg, visits Copernicus to learn more about his theory and to assist
Copernicus in getting De Revolutionibus published.

1540
1541

1542

Appointed Chief Treasurer of the Chapter’s building fund.

After much work on revisions, Copernicus gives Rheticus the manuscript of De
Revolutionibus for publication.

Copernicus’ book on Trigonometry, an extract from certain chapters of De
Revolutionibus, published at Wittenberg.

1543
21.V.1543

De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium published in Nuremberg.

Copernicus dies at Frombork
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“Axiom: The movement of the heavenly bodies is regular
except for seeming irregular with respect to appearances.”
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‘Omitting minor epicycles and eccentrics, which have no bearing on
the harmonies of Copernicus’ system, the Tychonic system is
transformed to the Copernican system simply by holding the sun
fixed instead of the earth....the only possible difference between
the motions in the two systems is a parallactic motion of the stars ...
T. Kuhn, The Copernican Revolution, p. 204.



&0 < wher pw ‘The preface to the De Revolutionibus
Wz >0 & B 348 5 28 o p. 143-144:  opens with a forceful indictment of
Ptolemaic astronomy for its inaccuracy,
complexity, and inconsistency, yet
before Copernicus’ text closes, it has
convicted itself of exactly the same
SRR IR0 » DU EEB R ony 2 5 —wRiEi RO, » MBREBHFEE shorTcomings,’ — T. Kuhn, The

S MR O T o (B4-2) ¥ Copernican Revolution, p. 171.
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