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Foreword

General education in university education is at a very critical juncture.
From this year (2012) onwards, thanks to the 3—3—4 curriculum education
reform, all local universities will institute general/liberal education in
their undergraduate curriculum. In spite of differences in the curriculum
adopted by different universities, there are surely commonalities in the
problems that these institutions face. Together with the undergraduate
curriculum reforms in most Asian universities mainland China, Taiwan,
Macau, Korea, Japan, Thailand, etc.), discussions on curriculum, pedagogy,
management, quality asurance, and staff development are crucial for the
advancement of the cause of general and liberal education in this area of
the world. There is certainly a great need of an open platform for serious
academic discussion.

Baldwin Cheng Research Centre for General Education (previously
Research Centre for General Education, renamed in 2011) has published
six issues of University General Education Bulletin since 2006, in Chinese
at first. The Bulletin has been very well received by educators working for
general education among Chinese speaking universities. However, in order
to tap into the knowledge and experiences of international experts, the
Bulletin has published both English and Chinese articles since 2009. Facing

the challenges from the university education reform, we believe it is time to



add an academic rigor to the Bulletin by introducing a peer review system.
Hence the present (7") issue of the Bulletin is renamed Journal of General
and Liberal Education. 1t will be a bilingual journal dedicated to issues and
concerns of general and liberal education in the 21* century. Our contributors
include local, regional and international colleagues working in this field.

The special topic of this issue is “Humanistic Concern of General
Education in the 21% Century”. We are very grateful to have contributions
from Roosevelt Montas (USA), Chuan-Shyong Tso (Taiwan) and Bernald
Hung-kay Luk (Canada). Their important insights will hopefully initiate
further discussion on this topic. We would also like to thank other authors for
sharing their experiences and visions on “Teaching and Learning in General
Education”, “General Education Research” and “Forum”.

Journal of General and Liberal Education welcomes your comment and

contribution.

Chan-Fai CHEUNG
Mei-Yee LEUNG

Editors-in-chief
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Thinking About the Good Life:

Meanings and Challenges to the Humanities in the Academy **

Roosevelt Montas *

Columbia University

I believe strongly in the value of general education and in the
particular genius of courses based on classic texts that are required of all
students. In this paper, I want to discuss the history and rationale for general
education, that is, for non-specialized, or liberal education, sometimes also
called Core Curricula. Secondly, I want to examine the value and place of
general education in today’s university. Lastly, I will discuss a particular
and extremely successful way of implementing a program of general
education: the Columbia College Core Curriculum.

A famous story of the Buddha drawn from the Pali canon provides
an excellent framework for understanding why general education in the
humanities should be a vital part of the undergraduate curriculum. This

passage is called the Simile of the Mountain.

** This paper is adapted from keynote address given at the “3+3+4 Symposia, 3" Symposium:
Core Curriculum” at the University of Hong Kong on May 12, 2009.

*  Associate Dean of Academic Affairs, Director of the Center for Core Curriculum, Columbia
University.
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The setting of the story is that King Pasenadi of Kosala comes to the
Buddha and the Buddha asks him, “what have you been doing, great king?”
And the king says, you know, doing kingly things, affairs of state and the like.
Then the Buddha says to him:

“What do you think, great king? Suppose a man would come to you
from the east, one who is trustworthy and reliable, and would tell
you:‘For sure, great king, you should know this: I am coming from
the east, and there [ saw a great mountain high as the clouds coming
this way, crushing all living beings. Do whatever you think should
be done, great king.” Then a second man would come to you from
the west . . . a third man from the north . . . and a fourth man from
the south, one who is trustworthy and reliable, and would tell you:
‘For sure, great king, you should know this: I am coming from the
south, and there I saw a great mountain high as the clouds coming
this way, crushing all living beings. Do whatever you think should
be done, great king.’ If, great king, such a great peril should arise,
such a terrible destruction of human life, the human state being so
difficult to obtain, what should be done?”

“If, venerable sir, such a great peril should arise, such a terrible
destruction of human life, the human state being so difficult to
obtain, what else should be done but to live by the Dhamma, to live
righteously, and to do wholesome and meritorious deeds?”

“I inform you, great king, I announce to you, great king: aging and
death are rolling in on you. When aging and death are rolling in on
you, great king, what should be done?” (Nikaya, 3: 25;1100—102, in
Bhikkhu Bodhi, 2005, p. 26)
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I invite you to linger on this question for a moment: “When aging and
death are rolling in on you, what should be done?” This is where humanistic
study begins, because this is the grounding question of all thoughtful
reflection about what it means to be human.

This question—what should be done?—is not unlike the question
Socrates asks at the beginning of the Republic, the text with which
Columbia sophomores begin their academic year. The Republic opens with
a debate between Socrates and Thrasymachus about the nature of justice.
Thrasymachus insists that justice is simply a function of power, and that
whoever has the most power determines for everyone else what is just and
what is unjust. The intelligent person, argues Thrasymachus, will behave
“justly” when necessary to appease power, but disregard norms of “justice”
and seeck his or her own advantage whenever possible. Having made this
argument, Thrasymachus gets ready to leave the discussion, but Socrates
stops him pointedly, and begs him to stay, asking “Do you think it is
a small matter to determine which whole way of life would make living most
worthwhile for each of us?”” (Plato, 1992, p. 21) And that, is the fundamental
question of the Republic—“What kind of life is most worth living?” It is
the founding question of philosophy, of religion, and of humanistic study;
another version of the Buddha’s question to King Pasenadi: “When aging and
death are rolling in on you, what should be done?”

The question is not merely philosophical. “What whole way of life
is most worth living?” is a question we all have to answer—no one can
escape it—and no one can answer it on our behalf. Each of us has to answer
the question for ourselves. And more, it is not a question one can answer
theoretically; it’s a question one has to answer in practice. It’s a practical

question. How do we live well? What is the good life and how do we attain it?
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To repeat myself, this question, as large as life itself, is the subject of
humanistic study and it constitutes the platform from which we pursue all
other further forms of study. Humanistic studies teach us to live well, so that
when we come to die, to quote Henry David Thoreau, we don’t discover that
we have not lived.'

Some might object that it is not the place of a college education to raise
these questions; that this type of thinking is suitable for private education in
the family, or for the pastoral function of a church or spiritual community,
but not for the modern-day knowledge-driven enterprise that is the university.
Indeed, today’s university seems to be animated by an impetus in the opposite
direction of these questions—an impetus away from contemplation of the
human meanings of the life of the mind. Today’s university, one might say,
has no time for existential questions; its mission is driven by what we can
know, what we can quantify, what we replicate, and what predict. This is an
age of knowledge and the university is its shrine.

I want to address this line of thinking by looking back at the rise of the
research university.

To put it in its most elementary terms, the driving force behind the rise
of the research university and the concomitant explosion of knowledge that
characterizes our age, is science. Beginning in the 1860s with the creation
of Land Grant Colleges in the United States—which had a Congressional
mandate to study and develop agricultural techniques—the story of the last
150 years of American higher education is the story of the rise of the sciences

and the dominance of the scientific model of research. The vast research

1 See Thoreau, 1983, p. 135. It was originally published in 1854 with the title Walden, or Life
in the Woods.
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enterprise that emerges as the modern university is focused not on the
training of young men—as the American Colonial colleges were—but rather
is devoted to the production and accumulation of new knowledge—always
with a partial eye to the national economy and to national defense.

In the United States, the mid-19" century brought a decisive re-
orientation of higher education away from the goal of introducing young
people to the most important ideas of the past and present. The new trend in
higher education—modeled on the great German research universities—was
specialization, scientific accumulation of knowledge, and forward motion.

The impact of this re-orientation on undergraduate curricula in America
was quick and decisive. In 1869, Harvard’s young President, Charles W.
Eliot (1834—-1926) set the tone by introducing the elective system at Harvard
College. The elective system eliminated the common classical curriculum
at Harvard and allowed students to pursue areas of concentration that were
suited to their tastes and talents. Among other important changes, Eliot’s
elective system allowed faculty to teach only within their specialty, creating
the conditions for focused and sustained pursuit of specialized questions
within academic departments. This system of elective courses offered within
departmental specialties is still, more or less, what Harvard calls its Core
Curriculum or, more recently, its Program in General Education.

Eliot’s intuition that the education of the young in the lockstep classical
curriculum had become obsolete in a fast changing, knowledge-driven world,
proved correct by its own success, re-invigorating Harvard College and, indeed,
introducing modernity into American higher education as a whole. A scientist
himself, Eliot brought into the undergraduate curriculum the paradigm of

cumulative growth in knowledge that characterizes scientific progress. He noted
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this link when defending the system of electives: “It is one of the most important
functions of universities to store up the accumulated knowledge of the race, and
so to use these stores that each successive generation of youth shall start with
all the advantages which their predecessors have won” (Eliot, 1898, p.143).
Eliot introduced a desperately needed revolution in American undergraduate
education, placing the production and accumulation of knowledge squarely
inside the college mission.

But humanistic knowledge is of a different sort than the scientific
knowledge that informed Eliot’s paradigm of accumulation and progress.
When it comes to humanistic learning, we cannot stand on the shoulders
of giants. The most we can do with great figures of the past is to look up
at them and try to engage them in a difficult, human dialogue. Knowledge,
in the humanistic sense, isn’t cumulative—every generation, indeed every
individual, has to build it anew for him or herself and test it, not in the
classroom or in the laboratory, but in the ordinariness of his or her own
human experience.

I want to be very clear here: the specialized orientation of College that
Eliot introduced at Harvard with the elective system and which prevails
today in the United States—though still not approaching anything like
the specialization of European colleges—has proven its value. Its benefits
cannot be disputed. But the focus on academic disciplines in college also
left a deep vacuum of self-reflection with regard to the meaning and social
function of education—a vacuum most acutely felt by advocates of liberal
education. Humanists in the academy continued to feel that an important
function of college was to introduce young people to the study of history,

literature, philosophy, the arts, and, most importantly, to the idea of
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knowledge pursued for its own sake, separate from its practical application.
So together with the move towards academic specialization at the under-
graduate level, there were those who, in the tradition of the religious
mission of early colleges in America, felt that a college education ought to
enrich the inner life of the student, not simply fit him or her for the economic
activity of the marketplace or the academic pursuits of graduate programs.

What I am describing here is an old tension, as old, at least, as the
quarrel between Poetry and Philosophy that was already old when Plato
referenced it at the end of the Republic. Wherever the education of the young
is at stake, and particularly in the crucial developmental transition from
adolescence to adulthood, two principles are in competition: the principle
of a liberal education and the principle of professional specialization.
Every undergraduate institution must find its own unique balance between
these poles, one that emerges and can subsist within its own particular
ecosystem of traditions and organizational structures.

One famous instance on this debate between liberal and applied study
happened in America just at the turn of the century between the two great
African-American leaders: W. E. B. DuBois (1868-1963) and Booker
T. Washington (1856—1915). Coming out of the period of chattel slavery
in America, Washington advocated a practical education for blacks, one
focused on learning the trades and achieving economic self-sufficiency.
DuBois, a graduate of Harvard and the recipient of the first Ph.D. awarded
by that institution to a black man, had a more expansive conception
of education. In The Souls of Black Folks (1903), he argued for an education
based on “the determination to realize for men, both black and white, the

2

broadest possibilities of life,” adding with typical elegance that “the true
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college will ever have one goal—not to earn meat, but to know the end
and aim of that life which meat nourishes” (DuBois, 1994, p. 51).

DuBois was not alone in seeing the purely instrumental approach to
education as a soul-devouring trap. Jesus famously asked: “Is not life more
than meat, and the body more than raiment” (Matthew 6:25, King James
Version)? Today, one can take the form of Jesus’ question and bring it closer
to home by asking, is not learning more that the accumulation of facts, and
education more than increasing one’s earning potential?

Along the lines of DuBois, I submit that education, true education,
involves personal transformation. In addition to the mastery of particular
bodies of knowledge, college must be a place of moral education in the
deepest sense, education about how to be human, education that fosters
habits of self-examination, critical skepticism, and openness to the new. This
personal education, of course, has broad social implications.

Writing in 1938 and observing the European build up to the Second
World War, Virginia Woolf (1882—1941) saw a clear connection between
the professionalization of modern life and the spread of values that lead
to war. She felt herself compelled to “doubt and criticize and question the
value of professional life—not its cash value; that is great; but its spiritual
value, its moral, its intellectual value . . . if people are highly successful in
their professions they lose their senses” (Woolf, 1938, p. 72). Her antidote
to this danger—which I believe is our responsibility to try to transmit to our

students—is to learn how to think:

Let us think in offices; in omnibuses; while we are standing in the

crowd . . . let us think at baptisms and marriages and funerals. Let us
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never cease from thinking—what is this ‘civilization’ in which we
find ourselves? What are these ceremonies and why should we take
part in them? What are these professions and why should we make
money out of them? Where in short is it leading us, the procession of

the sons of educated men (Woolf, 1938, p. 63)?

Let me turn to the special value of general education today. The ultimate
goal of humanistic study is self-knowledge. But self-knowledge is not a place
or a goal to be reached; it is rather a process to be engaged in. The 17- or
18-year-old student who comes to college today, despite the breathtaking
advances of modernity, is not very different with respect to self-knowledge
than the 17- or 18-year-old student of 500 or even 1000 years ago—both
are facing the same existential predicaments; both feel with special urgency
the weight of questions which our accumulated knowledge has not made
us better at answering; both stand before the fundamental problems of
human existence in the same naked exposure. And it is to this situation that
general education addresses itself. When we think about the place of general
education in the undergraduate curriculum, this is what we are thinking
about. We ask ourselves, “how do we stimulate, encourage, and provoke in
our students this process of inner unfolding, this process of fully developing
their own humanity? How do we equip students with the tools to organize
a worldview and a personality on the basis of which they can meaningfully
pursue specialization?”

To summarize the dilemma: the imperative of efficiency pushes us in
one direction, while the idea of the irreducible value of self-development

pushes us in a different direction. Kant called this irreducible value of
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individuals “dignity,” or that which admits of no equivalence; whose
value cannot be calculated in an economy of exchange (see Kant, 1997,
p.- 42). It is the job of general education programs to strike the balance
between these competing aims in undergraduate teaching.

Two simultaneous trends characterize the expansion of knowledge in
our contemporary society. The first trend is hyper-specialization: a narrowing
and a focusing of expertise on ever more precise and technical questions. The
second trend is towards complexity: everything has gotten more complex—
for instance, we no longer live in a world of predictable Cold War conflicts,
the texture of international tensions is now much more complex; climate
change is complex; the internet and innovations in information technology
are disruptive in ways we don’t understand; the ethical implications of
the manipulation of human genes are only beginning to dawn on us, etc.:
everywhere we look we find more knowledge and more complexity than we
can rationally assimilate.

It is because of this complexity that general education matters today
more than ever. Technical knowledge alone is not adequate to prepare
students for the actual world in which they will make decisions. General
education teaches us to interpret, to formulate sensible answers to problems
that admit of no precise solution, to tolerate complexity and ambiguity, to
reach judgments that are both rooted in evidence, and take into account our
values, emotions, and biases.

Instrumental knowledge, professional and pre-professional, is
necessarily framed by ideas and values. As human beings, we do not
produce and exercise knowledge a vacuum, but rather within a matrix of

values, beliefs, and goals. To give a quick example: financial instruments
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and institutions that maximize capital flows and generate wealth are crucial
in today’s society. But the only question that matters is not how to create
wealth; another and more difficult question is that of how to regulate wealth
in society in a way that is just and humane. That latter question is a general
education question and technical knowledge is of little help in answering it.
It is a question, like most great questions in life, that is situated in history, in
society, in traditions, in values, and only fluency in those areas can give one
a framework with which to approach an answer.

I will close by discussing the model of general education with which
I am most familiar, the Columbia College Core Curriculum.

In 1880, some eleven years after Eliot’s introduction at Harvard of the
elective system, Columbia moved in the same direction, making the last two
years of a four-year curriculum largely elective and de-emphasizing the study
of Greek and Latin. For the next several decades Columbia continued to scale
down its requirements in classical studies and to introduce pre-professional
specializations. As Columbia College found itself increasingly surrounded by
and secondary to a colossal research university, it sought for a way to affirm
its identity and consolidate its purpose.

Columbia’s answer to the professionalization of undergraduate education
was the Core Curriculum, initiated in 1919 as a single year-long course in the
foundations of Western civilization. Later, in the 1930s and 40s, Columbia
added to that course a year-long sequence in Literature, as well as required
courses in Art, and Music. Today, the Columbia Core Curriculum consists of
the following six requirements:

1. Introduction to Contemporary Civilization in the West (year-long)

2. Masterpieces of Western Literature and Philosophy (year-long)
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3. Masterpieces of Western Art (1 semester)

4. Masterpieces of Western Music (1 semester)

5. Frontiers of Science (1 semester)

6. Global Core Requirement (2 semesters of coursework in non-Western
traditions).

Columbia’s Core Curriculum has four principal characteristics:

1. Uniform, required courses. A student’s first and second years are
organized around two year-long courses that follow the same syllabus on
the same chronological order, so that the entire student body of any given
class reads the same books at roughly the same time. In addition to these two
year-long courses, students take 1 semester survey courses in Art, Music, and
Science, which again follow a common curriculum and meet in small groups.

2. Study of primary texts. Whether in philosophy, literature, art, music,
or science, each course is organized around the study of primary sources with
almost no secondary readings.

3. Discussion-driven seminars. The importance of which I will discuss
briefly below.

4. Interdisciplinarity. Both subject matter and faculty are drawn from
multiple disciplines. (It is a rare and precious phenomenon, not widely seen
in American universities, for faculty members from different disciplines to
come together regularly to discuss the same texts).

I could go on at length about each of these features—the institutional,
disciplinary, and administrative challenges that they entail, and also about
the extraordinary benefits to the student body, the faculty, and the institution
as a whole that this model confers. But rather than expounding each of
these characteristics, I will only discuss briefly the third characteristic: the

small, discussion-driven seminar.
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The Brazilian educator Paolo Freire (1921-1997) introduced a very
useful term into pedagogical theory: the “banking” concept of education
(see Freire, 1970, chap. 2). The “banking” concept of education describes
the model in which the teacher acts as the sole authority and repository of
knowledge in the classroom who dispenses it to the students in a one-way
channel of communication. This “banking” model is clear in the lecture
format and is embodied in the architectural design of the traditional lecture
room.

By contrast, in the discussion-driven Core seminar, we understand
knowledge as a dynamic psycho-social collaboration between the members
of the seminar; something that students and teacher construct together. This
builds on the recognition that, unlike the sciences, humanistic knowledge
does not grow cumulatively but rather, in the words of Andrew Delbanco
“changes its internal proportions.” The discussion-driven seminar recognizes
that humanistic learning is not about answers, but about the process of
questioning; in the seminar, we do not learn answers but learn how to ask
better questions. In this conversational investigation of big and enduring
ideas, the seminar builds a store of concepts, common references, and shared
inferences over the course of dozens of conversations. It is a definite and
sometimes group-specific vocabulary that comes to link all of the texts we
read; a language that is compatible with and fluent in the specific cultural
moment of the class, but which also connects it to the past, and to past
approaches of the same questions that impinge on us today. I find it useful
to think of this vocabulary as an inter-language of ideas and concepts that,
in its best manifestation, synthesizes the past and the present in the lived
experience of the seminar group. As alumni of the Core Curriculum testify

endlessly, this is how the Core transforms students, transforms their habits of
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mind, transforms the psycho-social lenses through which they will experience
their lives.

Not to push the Columbia model too hard, but let me add, in passing,
that a version of this process I have described among students and teachers
in the small, discussion-driven seminar happens among the faculty members
who teach outside their specialty and come into contact with colleagues from
different departments who are teaching the same texts to students at the same
level. The benefits this brings to individual faculty and to the institution’s
faculty culture are impossible to overstate.

Let me end with a quick point about a challenge facing all of us involved
in general education. It is the utilitarian challenge. It is notoriously difficult
to communicate the value of a humanistic education to a general public and
to institutional decision-makers who have not experienced it for themselves.
Many humanists have refused to even try. But we need to do it, and we need
to do it well, and often. Moreover, we have good arguments, good evidence,
and, as I have tried to argue, a propitious historical situation in which to
make the argument for the enduring value of humanistic learning. When
thinking about this, I am reminded of the story of Physicist Robert Wilson,
who when testifying before Congress about a particle accelerator, responded
to a question about how the accelerator would help in national defense by
saying that the accelerator would be among the things that made the country
worth defending.

General education is important not because of the past, but because of
the present. Assessing the stability of markets, identifying the consequential
features of a new policy, imagining the human implications of theoretical

models, and most crucially, conceiving how an idea looks from someone
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else’s point of view... all these are things that cannot be taught by the
transmission of specialized bodies of knowledge; nor are they things that
we as a higher education community can step away from and think of as
someone else’s responsibility. The responsibility is ours, and the only way
to meet it is through a serious, unapologetic, and sustained commitment to

general education.
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ALK » BEE RARIIALK - A H A e B B 3 b ny A o i
HE % o EE e R G EORE LR H BRI - EM R H R

Canscfig B 0e ~ RAZEERRE ~ #a 20 ~ H% 2 h s 226 )
N EE - KREGESSEENHY - BHE L2 bEmE R A
REEFTSL - ELARANATHE © AR 38 L5 HL AT 1k S8 B D) 1 Y ) ) B SR B e
HEAKRE > BNUCE AR B FAGE R 7ery A - 0 H & R
Fir S W9 TR SR B2 2 B B E A (EHE "THh, - THE, H

TR, ) 0 EEAREENEZE -

FHEHR - E—HEEK - BERERE (HEEARE
it @R ELE A SCERRL) P T H A B r T B2 REAS h i ok
X H R REIBLHER - SR EE B BRI ST i AR
BRI o SR FUSE AR R R B A T AT A IRy R
BRI | DU EE E R A ER e S AR - TR FLARAY di 8
IEAETTERRY BLE - 7R Wissenschaft g [ & S R H & 03

ER AR ER R B2 H SRR S —— B4 - B - B
IR — THIFG B AR B B - '

i

16 RS HU RIS - BRI HMLnI R IR - HTES) ot Bl By s B P 3
JRRLAK - EEM‘EE%%EL%{IE%E)@(I%E’J%&%J? CURNS PR -F8 Y TRV TAVA
ik o it SRR - JGHR TR R A S PR (E R AR SRR
ZERD S éétTﬁkB’J'ﬁ’z'?ljj&m?& 5 Habermas (1989, p. 113) -
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SO PR EER B I SOR

FHMERE R - FEEEAT RGBSR - B
BRE A A A A AR B S - TR Sk 1 T3t &
B A D B SS o DU H AR B — e R i SR A i 5
At HETE 58 &Ry 1T EA S B AR (technically usable
knowledge) [M%577 < SHHE L AEEE A ARFAUEEE - REEPATA MG
HWIFEAIRTIRGRIE - K2 2K A SRS TBCRIRAIIIRETR <
AR ZE Ry 1 $2 BE AR TG SR A @B F TR EE o IE ML 52K
B BT SH HERsE, T BA ORI A S
Bl o fORER TEBIEME ) RINEOR S HREHIRL LGB K -

VY ~ B RS TOREAAS R BL L ¥t i

(—) KREAH LB RSy

AT YGRS AT LU/ © 5l R / AR ISR, orHE A
W REITE R TARSERARE - R T EE T A SRR L B
RN E E - B~ IUSELEBCUEERE ST - AR LRI
TSR ZE A 2R EY 5 2R R R R B s P 2B O Pl e — TR (42
BARTZERE — ~ SR IR — ~ S BB R R — ~ Sl

17 BRELZ S - ws HSHERE SR VUME R T A E AR R sl - 8B (HAEIZR
D) MRS TR FESCALE R WRE T A BRI G S it
E S HIRL o Aaw R TR EOE B T BI%E - KRECE 2 BB AR i B 2k
1y > RIS L ENT - DURCE A B RS MR RO RERE. - B SEA0IE - 1 HLS T
Pk > EARARHER TR R (IR RN T AEE B E Ryt €
BTV ERS - AGRMZEFES - ERIEE R ERAAIR R EEE
SRS SAHE ) o BIANWISE S5 BB RS Ly 222 E AN H)E ( Bourdieu )
B JJHtE ) - ERSUEEA - REBRETH R LR RE RN —RRIREH
Tt Er B LA BR B BB E RS - (5 RBOKREREE (reproduction )
HIREESS - KL - AT RERENR: - A LU FEAN P i A 2 — R S A B e
T | F Habermas (1989, p.114) -
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RGN —5) thighy 7RG 5 E S A B S B Rk A A2 /Y
FIEEREGETIRAL o RS EAE FIERHN AR TS o ER @it
LI » BE EALEZRMAH R ~ KRB EAYEERBERH a0 -
TEER MR —— ML H £ > DU B A £ 28 2 [ S
MBS > AR OISR AL - R S E R
RER SN - il B A b -

e RS HTRE Ry WSO AN 3 3 f B B TR B TR R R R A
AJE ISR o BEAS IR A 25 1 T SR SR ) L0 JE 1 TR e e i 2
& » KRk " A4 vE T 5k B4, (the colonization of lifeworld ) »
f R AFEATE SR T Se stk )~ T EEIRA (F
B, TR, TRAE, - THEE BTN ) - THERK
THOLER AT HAORE: - I ST —EIE &k > — (R DI

FRMATIRANEIRA o 1A T SR S B VSR -
filufi I 52 e R AR RS T BT BOR R DU REBR TR <
TR MR LB AR SR A - Ak 5
futhi@h s © DA E RS ERNE £ > IR EHH
AN (ANEE ~ Blzdaint &) B+ AGHIREHE LM - a2
A ER B — L — TR EG R BGRARMIIREH £1% (Habermas,
1989, p. 106) -

ITEEARKEE Hit TERE ~ BIES -~ FHEEIE, % FIE
B RR AL TG SRR BN ? ARTnE 2 S WralaR s - @E 2R
{LELETE R MINREH EAVRE - — R AR RRAIVEABS - Hi

18 Wy HEW{EEES | A THIZRT (T. Parsons) " #(H iy , (educational revolution)
HYEIES - SHE > H1945 LIk - B PATERIIE T TEEZ Mt & F EEZIT A&
POERBCERIAIE - &S e e A B R - (LROHTS Bt —— TS Rk mrhg
ESNg
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SO PR EER B I SOR

FE > REAE NS RSP ARG TS - Pt - K2
R BB B ASORS I - IS B AR T AR SR B AL R BE A )
AHEHK > BAATREIHL - Y BREEHENEL - RS REEIH
EHEEDE

(=) BICKBHNBLE © 52 RIRREMBIGR
e TR/ AENETH S BERIR 2T 1y BB oS B s
KB EIREE R T ) fy i B 2R A T - RS HAIERIRF R R8I T
HrErEE - TATESHL
f%E 44 | (the internally differentiated complex ) °

>R

B ERPEAEGBIAT > AHF L ARG ST A —
A B RATT AR L KGR e sl AL R A e

19 Tﬁﬁﬁxﬁjﬁ@f—ﬂ:@a RN HUG AR > 980 RS ACE I 2 g R A T i 5 1%

KA 0 AEE FmE R R AL BT 0 iR s B BT eI —

BRIy > KPR A B R A IR R S N e LA s B ARAR ) UG AR IR
BUEEE o EARARA S R R P A MR EA E R 2R LA I
P3P A ) AME AR A B4 0 RE R 0 REWILAER—ERHA
RERY - #hith A BIPF a4k —48 T35 N RA £ R0 E M s
AEAR R SR 093 ARl ) o (& Rk 2010 > F85)

20 FPmmas o 0E RSN S R YGR B ER (A SRMEIE ARt e &
B - KR ARSI SRR & - Fopa B = SR TS 5L - H ERVZIRE R R E
I T LA - 5 LB S SR R R LD REHE 0 MR - TS e B A v 57
Zb e B TRERIR IR R B B R B R A T R B RA R R e
HHEVERY . (Habermas, 1989, p. 120) - HI2EhEE—1E - U5 RS L5 H R i
HIMEIRE - ARS8 2 R8N T R EHEN R TOIRE R MR R & - B IRAE R
AFE RS > RS USRI B TR A B - 38 LEIGRESE S P RER LA IRE R M
HITE <
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L H AT R B E A B A 0 T AR
FTACARIE > VA B SR BUS ARG B AR E SR — AL o A
P RAL T 0 TRAAZ ey E %4 o (Habermas, 1989,
p.107)

HUE B S SO UG - ERES BSHNS A - Bk Ex TE
RAEIFFNE L 2L (C. Kerr) FYEHEZEDL © A5 HITARE
" Zotfr e K2 (multiversity ) (TLfd > 2009 » H1-41) » HEF
AR - PEREELEIRE - MR TE PRSI 2 TIEE - 2
SLRRE AR08 25 2 TR RERY I RE SIS MR IR 3 A R F R S 225K
R E ARG SRR o (AN BT > Gl E NS
T BT R LE SRR M 7S A I HHE U AN o 21 R R S L ST B B
B MERRIER ARG H AT - A RESE AR A SO -

FEARS HE & T WL 2 T MRV IEENE © s HUSHTAE It
5IAT HIRRITA BB SGE T B

AR S FRE ARP AT AR ¢ () AR
e L REFTR TR AR F ARG ARER A R —T
H & AT (b) BRE IR (AR E #Hir EA A e Fe3k) 5
%@t (c) MBMA AT AR (d) AR

B kPRI %Y 09 B3 o (Habermas, 1989, p. 121)

21 JFSCE TR R RS 2 EIRAR RS - TR TR L A S B L G
AT s BB AR - IR AR S AR 2 SMY < (Habermas, 1989,
p. 120)
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18 SEFTAR I PYRERAE - IEEns H S HTa ity A L it A AR 3 AE e
AIRERERE - 25 HUSHEET - ERBEEFHHERRT > 5 = Ei%eE
FTLUASHE = BN FIR AR B« fFZEE520E (the graduate school ) ~ B
FEE (the professional school ) Sz AEEIIARIERE (the colleges) o
fnFe Ry > MEA R VY BRE IR A H CHYHI B & - sEEmkeE (b
s BEBL - T @B R AR 7 A R B R SE ey » 2R
ASCANGE Ry > 38 S VA B RE e AR SRl T I HI B RG T
e thitie " SUEEREL O RIRGE ) AL RIRYESE - TR
JB Bz -

FHIELATDUE H - RERFTR BRI MRS IRAE (ZhRE) - FRLk
BRI - AR DESH 5% - 20aEa DL
[REFERIEZE - AHRAPIARRGES - 24 (o) B (d) WEKEES 2
BRI > (a) B (b) BYRERET - A BN BT IR A TS
TFR] > IR fy 55 S A (LA T R TR S RUBRRERY 74 - 15 HUE M
AREHFANERIERG - REBHSAGERAT | Bl BT 1R
SHRETE TN ZEIGEE ) & R EBIEEK -

it

&

(=) REIA SO BUE R EN Ryt F IR 52 il 1 52 34 P
fEeE AR e A A LA B RAR A IRE AT DA AR 5 1SR S b R L
HE - EZAE e ? IEamms REHATS -

KB W R AR LA ~ UL R 0 R RE AR

WA ERMEEBRERLZ AL R AEBR L S

22 B B0 RS T 58 B RS AR I E R BV R DI RERYEIED < E AR - Mz RIRE
T VY 118 i R B 7 I K B2 B R AT A R A Pl — (R BRI — ~ R 2R
Z B — ~ BB E R — ~ BB CH®]—) a2 A
Habermas (1989, pp. 121-122) -
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1§ JRAZ R e B AL BT 6 AT B E B ARG I A T
RERER > Mg B Y BRLL T HER R H R - R
BAEGHAABRTREWMEBE > ARZHELSN T T L
st o (Habermas, 1989, pp. 107-108)

HE L REEIRER > AERBSE ARG HRERY
R - BAE—E "TEE ARG NEEERD R - G5 EEE
PR < AFe il - GEns RS Ing G > HEESCEEZK
EA TR B SR AERR - AR - ARSI TR )
R BB ERRE LR - B SRR R T 2k
FEA

B BEERAEEAA IS AR SRR - &
ERAEIE Il A A BT R - g IS

FE RGP BT AN SR R R AR E N L8R AT B 2R
Ry BRI R 0 Bl A E R A KRB RN
EHBZ o 2 AR RR AT SR EMEEM - mIRE
o F oy L E R B4 el R B AR R AR R L
JEAZ S ST AR R R miER ek s BaA
BHAA B HUS MR M S R  LARM T H K
AR T F R R E  — 7\ AR B A SRR R
RERIEFIERMG D 5 —F @ LR EBHE - k-
oghy fL X IT 00 R G 0 B AR AL P &R e B R
i o B RGP R BAR G AL 0 S EFE L R
PIEARL - e KB JBATHAETRAL A Bl B > AEARR RGN 2 4 75
R 2 o AR Y4k o (Habermas, 1989, p. 122)
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EERGE S A HEANEREMEE - TLUERE HEHTERSH
AR B BLUE A i (R R i HL AV RRET » &0k > e S T BT -

%

KR B B R el S o B T BCR AR P G E S RETR 2 > BN
B L M2 EERAL - 2R IR RS KEE T - ik
AEHE T - FHE L B ECRAEE - WARIEE ~ T
OERGE  SULEMAERE - USRI S B R R B E (1555 > 38
Se R BB SRR A SO By - U2 5 HORER AR R Al A
FERENETAME - 320 IRT L& HRIR RN 1S E BB
HE -

Hx o iy RIS E A HE R BLE A AR R 2R E AR - LR m)
AR EBR SRR RIS o BRIV ARA—E R 7 IR
W FEE > BRER RS o SRV - TREERERES A
PR ARG TSR B AL (AR R SR B S B R - RSBl
ETHE R EEE - 5 R a Rk o SRR e T
BRSPS H R B LAY B S AT REA A SRR "B AT HE T
el % B R RSB B IR - EAR > BERERIE
HEA T e#ag ) BYIRE - RS RI ERE R I B E S
WSO > TESE R E SRR H R B2 B PR IS
RIREITIREE R Z -

AR ANRREEEAG R AT IS ARRAE - Ty g 2 iRE A
HEAMEME ? R T RLHEBRE ) (ORE - ZEF PRI
REalaesmiErs Tk (BEEFENR BT HRASERTH

TR ) TN EERER LR 7 R EL A B R AR R T S
[ BARTEE 7 FAASRE SO R A P fHE LE I RENS 7 KR E2E
18 LERHRRAHLLE - SR (IR B
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(DY) REAEFEEESS © BlaEnREEE A
g H Sy E R . KRB E IEE SR R s ER e
=0 TEEGEYEEE R | (the communicative forms of scientific and

scholarly argumentation ) -

BAALHAME > S P B BB HFFGFEN Xje X%
SAETRAE N R RAEM AL —A o R HT R E > B
TAE S ATINE > HL 5 W R AT T B 5, 4R i 2 N LR 4G

HEEZ P o H AR ST A E LG AN

KAE o R TR S O RADRAZ KGR - EE AR
HALBE P PTAEAF Y A LR ] 4) o (Habermas, 1989, p. 124)

EAE R RIOEIE R ) SRRSO R R ~ A A RS R HE
i zlam¥at (discursive debate) » FEA - HE ¥ AR 28 fre 7 A 1 P Bl A
FREITER > BB RIS AL S A AR R - Ky e ik
RS T ANBERFAVERAE ) (the surprising argument ) FSEEEAS T IER
AIRAE - tHALEE - fER MRS

RRAEATIEZ] o AT HMEA TR A A > MRS T AN
Wb B, 0 sSARhg AP e — H L | (Habermas, 1989, p.125)

[t

B NG ~ TR M EEARRNEESER - HIER
AMIRESR CHIEOR - FAETD B B B ERR L 1 > AR AE AR ER
B iop b o AR K - FEMERMB RS TR, A%
M —if - FREEMNS - ENEESEIRY R RS8R R 2L

.

/»\
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CifERRE IR ) PR R o

FERE HISHTEZK - 38 T 2 EmRviisE Pl Ty R
R KRRV ZIRFE - W2 AR H LB - S fiamfsteiE e
AEIE e S s HUGHTATEE T e |, B T SRR EE ) 1Y
—EEENRBIER - EEEE P > AR R R
FASHGRZ b o R LIS - RERIENTTE » Rl L2
FHER SR A SEPR A I - IR TT B i et e T T B A 1R M 5 (1
B HinEE A R EE B Rt E L EREL NRITR - 12
—REA SR — FATRTERTS T EMERIASLE A (the public use
of reason) HYHE - *HF £ > BIENAHBEA AN - BFEHI
RPN S TR R S DA AR T A 2 B 1 5
FRERTIH - S (R A T MER 2 AR - TR B H A AR T SRR
FTEIEEE o 05 HUGHEE R - RERAVERRIEH R EE R - N
AR BFRTER ~ AR SRIG BSOS PR IR SR il 5 RS - 9B
NHEME -

FHAS KB E RS fram R s P U A A 4 - (SRS H

28

B

23 IEANTHEEJE (M. Polanyi) & iwml &NE%ECALAY BIBTIR T (Y - BIETBYAE 5L
ZHES T HEERL 2 IMYS A(ERR ; (the convincing surprise) ° FPolanyi (1962,
pp. 116-117)

24 FEfE (1 Kant) &5 CGGRTEERIEE ) —3C RS TBEPERGAILEERAT ) B T BEMERg
PR ) AU RS - AKIRERTEAERIE - ATl P s an < BIBE
EEEAEE BUT A LR - MRS BB AR RO 5 MR TR LS
i SRR AR R E I FIE - B 2R AL - EHEEH
R A FL R R BV A o BRRA B 2 458 FHER RS o [IRRARI o » R
F¢ (J. Schmidt) (2005) Fril (RGHEEEBICE) —F -

25 RERVERHEE - REAAIME - DI HETHEIEE 2 - S 2 RR a7 B a
JB o B A yE S S AER - HE L BRI LR AR B R B i
TRy T EEE LA SE4EI% | (specialized internal public sphere) » MEFFE L AITE
A LI BRI B R o R o A T B R A R o RERY
AREEFFEE - fERER T 38 S B AL BRI 3L 3837 SO LIk & 2B — il
i Habermas (1989, p. 124) -
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it B S 5 E R ZHE R B R RO S A e 4 A T Ay 1 3%
CAMR B8 F IR AS T 1 K BT ) - T2 FE K By 0 i R A B
A RER AR 2 - LB BRBIE R A G fr By " PEE
F%, (egalitarian) Bl " 3@ 328 | (universalistic) JiK - SELEHRZE
PIER B - 2B AR b AL EBIRTEE -

FHEL B 53#T » BAS H B R RS EEERER €
B RTATERAST IR SRR RERE I B T EL B S B R - SETTT B DA
0 R R ES R AR VS HE AV IE DL T KRB EA R4 TG 5
RZGE - DU AT E IS A E B M dy > KB ES TN
Gl WRORTE R A LA P A LR B A -

T~ SRR ST
J ST v DA i 1L RG 107 BRE S O 0 v 2 6k 2

e HRS A SRR / AR T T SR T U R 2R o pR S HL e R B
PRI > B AR DI R b HETT R S B KRB B ARG TN
Bl - IEAERTT — M - FEHS H ST PR ANEEEE RS
T, B TRBIAREE ) BARRN TR - AR R
ISR e R BRI EE ARSI V5T > 19 R R S SRR B PR 5%

AR EE EHAE - S B w2 RREA S HAS HREE
Rl 7 SEETSR TR AT REA B EL BRI B R 4 H R ER R 5 2 TR
Fi5E HA I MREE © B RSB EE UK B2 it A AL AR 2 B
HE - HaRF 2 2 R A TH S M (A A A SR B &y st )
AP - 38 LR RE A R LE 2 BRAIE R R A BRI LR 2 B Ay Th SR A AL
BT R S HORSR A E B ay > HREE - WRLE KRB I RE Ry I B 22 ©
R JEATE IR EE © SRR EMAYE © AR KA DI B A3t
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FURAILVER B ERR - T SERE A SRR RS BT R R B L ?
AR ZN 2 BB SR R > A RE R IR ER SR B A 4
B 2

DLESE Sa g A 1% - il T R E 1986 1ig fE 8
AELE R SO N AR E - E R > BT BRI (RS
—HfT) PR gns HUEHT ARG AU R o AL
AR ER—ERIERET - ERRP AN BRI R L SN E B A AL
TSk - B B RAERE A N HFE AR (discourse ) Bil3 e
(debates) > JBRRE - DUEZEBURRR R BB AR -

12 (D FURIVAEREEE) b i HIS B ve 5 & E R %
NSRRI R BB I R SR - TR R B AR A - A2
CICEEN LG, BT UG AR &S o MR R AE B AE RS
NG ARV 2 B RS SE TR - B

Ais > AL EH TERE ) AR SUSIE R RTIR R - fEEE
I 5 BRI AEE g PR B eh > IS B AT Al 7R B I () ThREAE Y

it > £ "HEEME ) &k "TRABHE ) EMMERTET > MPTEH
HEE > EADTE ~ EE ~ g - HEGLE > FRE -~ HE
Blbe - DU Tt ~ Mt - I RACHER > REHCH
LS - BRI A LS ~ 20 it - FEE MR 7 RERERI 2 %
TS R T SO SE g | - RS HIGHAT S

26 4G HEBATS

FENIRP AL N R AR 0 0 RRAG AT o N R HALMZ NN
AER ey LA 0 AR B T R KR 093 B A8 (intimsphere ) W E 4 H kel
T R4 (publikumsbezogen) 84 £ REM ALK T - E L
0 ARFEI B ARIR 0 BRI Ak~ FEE A & (a saturated and free interiority )
ARG LK LA A (privateness) 89 4R o (%5 A B > 1999 » H153)
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BRI £ BUR AR W% 8 A TR e AR R b
JBATHECA A BEAE > AR KT R E AT 6 28
BT ARCEANET B THNTE o HELNEHE S H LB
KB B AN F Ay Y AT R ECS B R AT B A MR 0 BB
RERCFB LA AREETHMY LA ThOLE L
Bk T Ko N B BUG AR A R R 8 ARG A SR TS K
HIA B o TR X AR IE B & P F A L RS
—— — FERAF AT R LI R R0 B R

A AR SR N o (AR BT 1999 0 A153)

E38 Bt fy B 2 H ARt rh > 0y RS S22 © AED
SR B MR R O B RGERE S (HIRFERTS 1Y T BEMEA9 A SE68E
) o AWFREARSK - S MR AE R R B L b - T RS
Gk FERESE L R IEERE S - ELE R RE ST E R ERLA
FUSSE TR TE - MmO YA - SRR H B e By H K
B > HRAE M A BT - B E AR E B IEERI6ETT
EIEREE T THEM AN ) IFRE - M REIEBUAA TR
s T HE G

ey RS IR N SR - P2 H TIE I E B R © AL
Ey TEENIERERT ) BRI o HSEAE B (R B R A S BN
FIRTER - E L 0 BRI DU o fE BE A Ry R
SeLE 0 g T ke B RE EAVBUES - AR -+20-2 ARy
& 0 WRng RS U A R wE W > S L i R TRK
Pt imet e (FEEAE D3 ) ~ A4St SR ey B M L - BAREY
EklAH - MR - FERREST - A ERe et e E Rk - [
RS AL T SRS AR N R SRR AR BT -
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il

atid

g o sE s A B RAE SR 2 iy RS ITI RiG S 2 - 1
"R ARERETE —EENE - 7

HEEREEAZERERT - 15 B EAShLREEE [ RE -
HUZ M N > ARREE IERPARY & - FEARFEAY R R - JAME Llig B
FOTEI EE A B AE R 5 P8 > SR E BB IRAY T 22k ) SEHTESK - T
B ELER A F Ry N R AR BRI - PEPElE & EE
E S

7N > DOREL R BOE T 28 10 2 B SGR 2 M2 )%

’

(—) SCERZICFIRITRIE LT

FE (N ILFPRAIAEREEE) b s HIGHRTRE] T SRy A IS
Sk ) IF o BR T IR b HLAE A LR SR R A o SRR A U DA R 2K
o A EBR IR AR © 5 — > FrE2EAHESITEE
afan S WAV E > MAGEERANMARS D - #R5LZ
SR i tEamiE R ) I B DLGURFTRITERE - R
HRLE T —E Rt & E R H R SRR I R - g

27 TEAE AR TS U TR B R SR e R TR ]

do R A [FA ] e de [ L] AT 0 BA N AR Y a0 TR R M
BBy o RH e b Pt el AR B SR e R 00 A 38 A R @ AT T RE ARG AR
AXEA M 0 AL xmaim&J¢ﬂ%Ai OB BE M GG 35
FAHTRMGTE > RE - A FIEER -~ [l ed o A XA ARA S
KR SAG IR - ﬁs%ﬁw@ﬁﬁﬁ Ei@MMMxF AR T TT AR,
ﬁim&i%ﬁibfAm%iﬁﬁibﬁ’M@ BAL AT @ e ot £ A K
HRH > AR 2 S JLBUS AR ? #4330 0 S AR AN A AR 09 M A L H
PR BUE W WA 0 S AE P9 R L 6 T 48 &——Mﬁﬁﬁg%i%ﬁ%&%&%
kAL R T B o (G UEER 0 2008 0 H140)

ARSI B B TR AT ] -
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O IR & R Bk ST AT R BT AR~ BUR AR IL A IR AL
SR = AU AR AR SUE AT EAGEHTE H &
fE—K ~ WAEZNAFRRES » MIEEPHR/ N h (BHE
FEHT > 1999 > E{162—164) -

e = A SO S G ] B M AREE - FEFE SR LB E R
ARASCHEBFIRMAMER - W EREBGE A I Ay H B -
ARGER Ry » i8 = H i EARE - £ 5 HARART LIRSS BN KA
THZRERGBBECE - R R B @FH B T R AR A
SRR A -

CAEACHI AR EE TR S T BE a0 B IRE R
HFBIG - REHHTRFIEAIRIEEE ((515%LIT) » KRR
HE (15%-45%) > MG LEE (45%LLE) B - HE S
fER MG RSMAITARGEZSEHE - MEZGE - ©F
TR AR BRA B SR - BT H— A - fEBGCEERIR - KEH
ORI ~ JGeiE ~ MERIEEFERRATEEE - R FIIREEAKE - Adl "B
HHEWA ) BT HHEA S (an educated man) PR LIRERFTH
YA - BB RAR T ERALILEE , (plebeian public sphere )
TER BB BRI H S - 2 RED KBRSl - HEY
BIGMEA ~ A WEESITULIBREEA R -

G

=

28 {EREATERA > SEERP SRR - BRI BN IS > e H AR
HIA Lk - IRT 4 HRYARSEATR] DU RE R 58 — (8 RIREPE R - DIERB AR
NSCEREERIDIAN > ATRESE AL HRISCEE AN IL i, - HAR - AR T TR R B Ry
TEEET - REAMER N RASCREAVEKT - WA RESE S HCRMITR & MBS H AT
Befli - MR HEA RIMERE - HIBLwIl > KB (R HGEFEE) 1EREESM
RE R AR B A G T UL AR A SRR - Uil T B e -

29 HA - SFEHERARCEE AL o WRSCRHE R EATIE » BEE
G HREZ WIS B E - AAIIRE BRI A ZOR I AAEAEE AT
R ~ BRI PRRRY - B KB & RN 3 37 S50 i T By

PREARIY AL | - 2R BB - FEH ARSI SRR -
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() BB A RN
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The Value of Waiting—
Inspired by Huang Zongxi’s Waiting for the Dawn,
A Plan for the Prince **

Yeung Yang *

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Foreword

Waiting for the Dawn, A Plan for the Prince by Huang Zongxi
(1610-1695) is one of the twelve texts in the syllabus of “In Dialogue with
Humanity”.! By the time students encounter this text, they will have had
eight weeks of discussing the classics. On the one hand (at least theoretically),
students would be at a comfortable level of familiarity with the format of the

course and with their peers’ ideas and habits in the class. On the other hand,

as the first text of the last section of the syllabus, Waiting for the Dawn is

** This paper is based on presentation at the 17" ACTC Annual Conference at Yale University
on April 14—17, 2011 and amended in January 2012. I have used the pinyin system in this
paper, but retained the Wade-Giles romanization system for Chinese in all citations from
Huang’s book.

* Instructor, General Education Foundation Programme, Office of University General
Education, The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

1 This course is to be fully launched as part of the General Education Foundation Programme
in fall, 2012. The syllabus organizes the texts into three sections: “self and human capacity”,
“faith and human limitation”, and “self in social institutions.”
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to inaugurate a variety of issues concerning the self in society that students
may not have asked in earlier parts of the course.? The text therefore plays
a double role: opening a new field of inquiry and new kinds of reasoning,
while showing the limitations and complexity of the concerns of self proposed
in the contexts of individual self-cultivation. This paper aims at registering
some common responses from students when they encountered Waiting for
the Dawn. 1 have chosen to paraphrase their responses into an imaginary
letter to the teacher so that the concerns culminate into the figure of one
first-year student. While this figure is a generalization, my purpose of doing
so is twofold. First, I would like to give readers a sense of who the student
is in Hong Kong, and specifically in The Chinese University of Hong Kong.
I hope this figuring would conjure up a concrete sense of students’ queries
and needs that may become a reference for teachers joining the Programme
and those outside of Hong Kong who may be considering “global texts” and
their possibilities in any core curriculum. Second, the idea of the letter creates
a dialogue situation, which is the core value of our programme. We believe
it is by bringing students into dialogues with each other that their ideas are
exposed, articulated, examined, and made debatable. Only then could they
learn to become good listeners and acquire an awareness of living among
others. Only then can the waiting for the syllabus to unfold, for ideas to
anchor, can be active and positive.

I have all my students to thank for contributing their energy and thoughts

2 Of the twenty-one chapters of the book, we have selected four of them for discussion: “On
the Prince” (yuan jun [FF;), “On Ministership” (yuan chen J5ift), “On Law” (yuan fa i
#22), and “Schools” (xue xiao BF%).
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to the classes. They have made this paper possible, and our brief encounter,

a fruitful process of learning together.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Dear Teacher,

When I first came into university, I wanted to know everything about the
world—where it is, how it works, where it ends. My parents were thrilled,
too. I am the first in my family to have been admitted into a university. They
have high hopes: University education promises a good job, and hence, stable
income to support the family.

This is why I was at first perplexed that the university makes the course
“In Dialogue with Humanity” compulsory. I thought universities encourage
independent and autonomous learning. I thought we as students are recognized
as adults and capable of making choices. I am not interested in classics, but
I can’t skip the course. | was very worried that not doing well would affect
my grades, and disqualify me from applying for exchange programmes and
overseas internships! I was also panicking over the sheer thickness of the
book! I was thinking to myself so many times, “How could I ever finish the
readings?”

But then, time flies. Now that I have stumbled my way through, I must
admit I find Homer, Plato, Confucius, and Zhuangzi not as intimidating and
distant as I thought before. They are all great story tellers! Aristotle’s writing
is quite different, but his concern for friendship helps me a lot in thinking

about my campus life. There are many “friends” that I say hello and goodbye
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to every day. But they are far from what Aristotle thinks are true friends.
I feel assured by him that true friends are rare. As for the Book of Genesis
and Book of Job in the Bible, reading them made me realize it’s not what
people said it is.> 1 never thought that there could be two different, even
contradictory creation stories in one holy book, and their differences are
fascinating to me. Also, I have never thought of the Bible as being authored.
I remember when we were discussing the order of God’s creation, we were
all puzzled why God creates human beings last. I like the answer from one
classmate most: She commented that the creation order isn’t just a sequence
of events, but a set of relations. Humans are created last because God wants
humans to be dependent on nature. How true, how sad, that we seem to have
forgotten this relation as we keep consuming natural resources. I can also
see this message in surah 2 of the Qur’an, too. The image of gardens where
rivers flow strikes me—water must have been as important for the ancients
as for us now. The Heart Sutra is so short that at first I thought it would be
easy. Of course it turned out to be a compact expression of all core ancient
Buddhist ideas. Without Master Thich Nhat Hanh’s commentaries with many
modern and lifelike stories told in metaphors, I don’t think I would have
understood the sutra. It seems the stories are quietly slipping into my life,
touching me in spots that itch, which is also why I felt disoriented when
I picked up Huang Zongxi’s text. His comments are so brisk and sweeping,
his attitude so scornful, that I find it hard to be convinced.

I first came across Huang’s name during my secondary school days in

China. But we have never read his work in the original. My teacher back

3 This is a remark made by my student after her oral presentation for the Bible class.
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then said that Huang, as a Confucian scholar, was concerned about political
change like Confucius himself. Indeed, our readings show how critical he is
with the dynastic system. But I don’t see him proposing any change to this
system, in which the prince still holds final power on all matters regarding the
all-under-Heaven. If the prince continues to hold this power, doesn’t it still
make him autocratic, the very problem that Huang identifies in the first place?

Huang also speaks strongly about the relation between the prince and
ministers. For him, the idea that their relation is the same as the father-son
relation is wrong. He believes the son is naturally born to know the father’s
unexpressed needs, for they are born from the same “vital spirit” (Huang,
1993, p. 96). However, the terms “prince” and “minister” are designations
for public offices. They are derived from the relation to all-under-Heaven
(Huang, 1993, p. 96). I think this is consistent with Confucius’s original idea,
too. He may not be as clear as Huang about these designations being public
offices, but he is very much aware of the reciprocal relation between the
prince and minister—they respect each other, and the minister should not
blindly obey the prince.* For him, it’s vital that both relations are based on
the concrete virtue of humaneness. I guess somehow, there must have been
some meddling up of the ideas by generations of Confucians to come so that

during Huang’s times, a clarification and re-examination became urgent.

4 “Master You said, A man filial to his parents, a good brother, yet apt to go against his
superiors—few are like that! The man who doesn’t like to go against his superiors but
likes to plot rebellion—no such kind exists! The gentleman operates at the root. When the
root is firm, then the Way may proceed. Filial and brotherly conduct—these are the root
of humaneness, are they not?” (Xue Er 1:2, Confucius, 2007, p. 16). See also the idea of
reciprocity between the prince and minister here, “Duke Ding asked how the ruler should
treat his ministers and how the ministers should serve the ruler. Confucius replied, The
ruler should treat his ministers according to ritual. The ministers should serve the ruler with
loyalty” (Ba Yi 3:19, Confucius, 2007, p. 29).
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But there’s what makes me truly perplexed about Huang’s ideas.
It seems to me Huang’s “law” refers to something different from the “law” in
our idea of rule of law. Huang argues those who rule share the same purpose,
and laws share this purpose, too. But he doesn’t talk about equal rights under
the law. Why then would people call Huang’s ideas “democratic”? Above all,
what means to me most, and confused me most, are his ideas on schools.
He talks about many kinds of schools. I am surprised that he thinks schools
are not just for the training of scholar-officials. I have dreamt about landing
on a nice, well-paid job in the civil service after graduation. My friends whose
parents are civil servants said that in their days, students would scramble to
take the civil service entrance examination, because a job in the civil service
was considered an “iron rice bowl.” While I don’t fancy much working in the
civil service, I have never thought that this view could actually limit the idea
of a university.

I become more confused as he goes on to say that schools should share
with the Son of Heaven “the determination of right and wrong” (Huang,
1993, p.104). As a first-year student, I don’t think I am ready for this! I know
so little! How can I judge like the way the Son of Heaven, or any of the
leaders and rulers of our society do? Would the Son of Heaven actually listen
to us? It’s hard enough to find the courage to speak directly to our Vice-
chancellor, let alone the head of state! Huang actually makes me realize how
courageous Telemachus has been, taking a deep breath before speaking in
the public assembly attended by his father’s friends, nobles and elders from
around Ithaca. Isn’t Huang expecting too much when he says the prince would
actually sit in the schools and listen to criticisms? I simply can’t imagine our

Vice-chancellor sitting next to me in a tutorial, and how I may react if he did!
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Above all, T don’t like politics, and I don’t want to waste my time
in politics. I don’t expect to learn knowledge that is tainted with political
stances. In my secondary school days, we had to sing the national anthem
during the morning assembly every day. We had to keep quiet and watch
the national flag being hoisted. I found the whole ritual very boring, and
I didn’t see how it was related to me. I do regard myself as Chinese and
I don’t understand why this ritual is needed to remind me of this. For
me, this is politics, and I don’t expect to be involved in similar things as
a university student. My friends participated in the protest against the high-
speed train® two years ago. They skipped classes to be in the protest. I just
don’t get it. What’s the use of protesting if you failed your courses and got
kicked out of the university? How then could you contribute to society? [ am

hoping to hear what you think about all these.

your Student

k ok ok ok ok sk ok ok kX

Dear Student,

I smile as I read your letter. You begin with an exalted curiosity. You
bring it into a wonder, the same way Huang Zongxi opens his book. [ am sure
Huang would smile like I do if he knows your reaction to his work. To doubt

is good.

5 Between 2009 and 2010, a series of protests against the construction of the Guangzhou-
Hong Kong Express Rail Link took place. Some protests were in the form of a “prostrating
walk”; others included sit-ins around the Legislative Council building in Hong Kong.
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You have asked many questions. Let me respond to your queries about
Waiting for the Dawn first. You mentioned that part of the difficulty comes
from leaping from texts written with storylines and a literary dimension
to Huang’s argumentative thesis. I understand your frustration. It reminds
me of some of your classmates who also found it hard to change from the
poetic Book of Job, to surah 2 of the Qur’an. When I first read Huang’s book,
I was taken aback and put off by his style, too. He did sound too scornful
to me and I blamed it on his pride. I even doubted his judgment. But then
as I learn more about him as a person, how he risked his life when he was
just nineteen like you, to avenge his father who died in prison without being
brought to trial (Huang, 2001), and how he identified issues of injustice one
by one, with the interests of the common people in mind, I started to admire
him. I am also moved by the moments of personal reflection that slip into his
otherwise strongly-worded essay. Remember in the Preface, he called himself
“The Old Man from Li Chou”, and he pondered about his age in the midst of
rain?® I imagine him sitting in a simple house thinking about a future that is
beyond his lifetime, but of which he feels a part. I admire him for caring about
something larger than himself. I wonder if he were your friend, speaking to
you about getting old, and being anxious with what was going wrong with
society, what would you do? Would you be able to empathize with him more?
Would you be willing to let him speak with scorn? You know, sometimes

we are angry precisely because we care. Just imagine if he takes away all

6 In the Preface of Waiting for the Dawn, Huang recalls setting to write “while rain beat at
the windows”. In the concluding paragraph of the Preface, he says, “Old though I am, I may
be that I, like Chi Tzu, could still be visited [by a prince in search of wisdom]. ‘Dawn is just
breaking and the light is still quite faint,” but how could I, on this account, keep my opinions
to myself?” See Huang, 1993, pp. 89-90.
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the exclamation marks from the writing. Would it be equally effective? And
he hasn’t stopped at using the power of emotions. He also uses refutation,
confirmation, and other kinds of reasoning, and makes a lot of historical and
classical references. His argument is informed and persuasive. I secretly wish
I could write like him, with such rigor and passion.

Now, coming to your point about the meddling up of the interpretation
of Confucius in the prince and minister relation, I cannot agree with you
more. If you read the chapter Eunuchs (Part 1), which is not in our syllabus,
Huang says that the true way of conduct for ministers have long lost as
“petty Confucians” pronounced, “The Prince, our Father, is Heaven itself!”
(Huang, 1993, p. 167) Isn’t this analogous to the way the classics are
frequently referred to in our daily lives, but not always in the most authentic
way? There are also power and interests involved in mis-interpretations.
It means a lot to me that we are now sharing our reading experiences, and
making our own judgments according to the original text and by comparing
translations. This is like a detective’s job, don’t you think?

You mentioned that Huang hasn’t challenged the autocratic tendency of
monarchical rule as a political system. This is a perceptive remark. I think
you are asking the same question that many of his readers have asked: If the
power remains in the hands of the ruler only, any talk about the interests of
the people can be mis-informed or mis-directed, for there is no institutional
provision for the ruler to seek the views of the people, and act accordingly,
and if not, bear the public consequences. It may be interesting for you to
note that Wm. Theodore de Bary, who is translator of the English version of
the book we are reading, recognizes how Huang’s ideas were interpreted as

“a distinction between a doctrine emphasizing the primacy of the people’s
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needs and interests (min ben zhu yi FRZK 3= F§), compatible with constitutional
monarchy, and one instating on the people’s sovereignty (min zhu zhu yi
%) as the republicans would have it.” (Huang, 1993, p. 19) His
reading is that Huang makes it very clear that the people, or “all-under-
Heaven”, should be “masters” or “proprietors” (zhu ) in the land, hence
writing in a language that “corresponded closely to that found in political
discourse to represent democracy as ‘the sovereignty of the people’ (min
zhu zhu yi )REFF).” (Huang, 1993, pp. 19-20) Remember we learnt the
Greek meaning of democracy as people (demos) holding power (kratos)
when we read Plato’s Symposium? Think also of how schools are expected
to participate in decision making. This amounts to saying that dissenting
opinions are legitimate and can be voiced out. So we can at least argue that
Huang is concerned about the checks and balances of power that would
make the monarchical system relatively less autocratic. What do you think
about this?

Regarding schools, you have raised an important point about how
Huang’s proposal could be relevant for us today—how universities as
a community of teachers and students are related to political institutions in
a society. There are many layers in this “relation”. In the most basic sense,
Huang would like to see, first, a relation formed, for the distance between
the court and the scholars was widening during his times. One could also
say that he would like to see the primary purpose of the relation reinstated.
It was understandable because during his times, opinions that were different
from and critical of the court’s had been systematically discouraged, let

alone channeled all the way to the prince. The court had simply been
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blocked out from the information about how the common people lived,
thanks to powerful eunuchs who controlled the treasury and used secret
service to eliminate critics. This constituted the kind of misrule that Huang
was highly critical of. For Huang, good rule must be informed rule, hence
the importance of schools in contributing to informing the rulers. Secondly,
Huang would like to see this relation be formalized, hence safe for
scholars who openly expressed dissent. If the safety of the prince’s critics
could be guaranteed, this would have been a big step towards protecting
the freedom of speech and expression, which we value so much in our
society today.

Now, with these few points in mind, do you have a different sense of
what “politics” can be? Huang’s idea of political activity is public debates
on values. While I understand your frustration with singing the national
anthem in morning assemblies, it isn’t the best example to illustrate Huang’s
concern. I wouldn’t know how he might have reacted to this ritual, but for
him, politics is an important area of life for those holding public offices. The
aim of political activities is the people affected by them. Also, when you
talked about politics tainting knowledge, you are suggesting that politics is
somehow a barrier to learning. I think this way of understanding politics and
learning or the pursuit of knowledge is too much of a simplification. For
now, I would say that politics isn’t just about taking sides; it is about being
aware of the terms on which we live together in a society, and the terms on
which changes are legitimate and valid. Only when we think of these terms as
responsibilities concerning common interests can we understand why Huang

is so angry with princes who regard all-under-Heaven as his own personal
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property. To talk about responsibilities is easy, but to carry them out, holding
them up in times of difficulties, and holding them dear for others, could be
very demanding.

Finally, a brief response to your question about Huang’s style. I am
happy to learn that you have noticed the differences between Huang and
the classics we have read earlier in the course. In fact, there is a more
complex collection of styles than just an opposition between narrative
and argumentative writings. Huang uses metaphors, too. Remember how
he compares the relation between the prince and the ministers as
partners in carrying logs, to illustrate the similarity between their goals
and designations? You have also noticed how the style of each text
varies according to the intended purpose and how it becomes a text. For
example, some of you in the tutorial group were frustrated by Aristotle’s
Nicomachean Ethics, saying it is repetitive and convoluting. It is true in
a way, but we must also keep in mind that this book was originally a set of
lecture notes. Imagine Aristotle speaking in the Lyceum, pacing about in
the grove while thinking at the same time. It would be unfair to demand
Aristotle of Plato’s style. This applies to your work, too! Your work is your
voice, just as Huang’s work is his voice. Think also of the multi-cultural
character of the Bible. Having been passed on to us from many different
generations of scribes, its diversity precisely defines its unique style. All
these don’t explain Huang’s style, of course. But they do tell us something
about appreciating how authors express their ideas are closely related to
particular historical and cultural contexts and conventions. Now that you
have critically and sensitively identified the strengths and limitations of

each style, I encourage you to pursue your own.
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On this note, let me reiterate that all these texts we have read together
have gone through long processes of canonization. And this process doesn’t
have to end. In fact, we are the ones who live the texts by reading them,
asking questions about them, letting them lead us into worlds that are far in
place, but close and graspable in time. The questions you have asked have
a reach that stretches far beyond one text. Let them linger in you and don’t
rush to conclusions. You may be surprised how in time, you will smile at
this memoir of learning that cuts through time.

I happily wait for the day our paths cross again.

your Teacher
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