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Land Deeds from Hsiang-tung Village
(A Summary)

Bernard H.K. Luk & David Faure

This article reproduces thirty-one land deeds from the vicinity of Hsiang-tung
Village, just north of Hong Kong, in Pao-an hsien, Kwangtung Province, from 1829
to 1943. They were discovered quite by accident in the New Terrltorles in Hong
Kong. !

These deeds are i
connected with lari ‘
although it is clear’t n most cases these mortgages were never redeemed Thelr
format conforms to lega requlrements of the late Ch’ing period, although the deeds
themselves, with the exception of one in the Ch’ing and the ones from the Republi-
can period, were clearly never registered at the local yamen as required by law. These
deeds show that villagers had clear ideas of legal requirements.

The quantitative data recorded on the deeds, summarized here in the accompany-
ing table, reveal the following facts concerning the rural economy: (1) From the mid-
Tao-kuang era (c. 1830) to the mid-Kuang-hsii (c. 1890), there was little change in
the price of land, but from the mid-Kuang-hsii era to the end of the Ch’ing (1911),
land prices rose by over 100 percent. (2) Rent remained at 1 shih of gratin per fou
(1.2 mou) up to the 1890’s. (3) In the middle of the nineteent
approximately 15 percent of land value (4) T was v it 4 per cent of rent
in the 1860. ; IHarw 72 tael throughout.
Interestingly, while ere oted in dollars, they were nonetheless pegged to
silver by weight,

ygive on local customs

century, rent was
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