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Mi#k= : Tao Jin, “Through the Lens of Interpreters: The Awakening of Faith in
Mahayana in Its Classical Re-presentations” (Ph.D. diss., University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign, 2008), Appendix 2: “The Dual-Code System: An Outline Key for
the Structural Analysis of Text,” p. 214.

The Dual-Code System:
An Outline Key for the Structural Analysis of Text

In the Dual-Code system, two sets of codes, i.e., the Arabic numerals and the English
alphabet, are employed to mark the hierarchical relationship of different sections
of a text. These two sets of codes are designed for two different purposes in such
a task: the Arabic numerals indicate the level of a certain section in the structural
hierarchy of a text and advance in value with the increasingly deepened look down
that hierarchy, whereas the letters of the English alphabet explain the sequential
relationship of subsections within any given section. For example:

l.a.

1.b.

This system is different from the conventional method of classification in the sense
that the latter does not distinguish between the level of a section in a structural
hierarchy and the sequential order of subsections within a given section. As a result,
the ordering of an increasingly deepened classification must necessarily require an
increasingly expanding number of codes. Take for example the following scheme:

I.1.

I.L1.A.a.
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Such a combination can go on without end, if the structure of a commentary is
extremely complex and intricate, which is, unfortunately, always the case. Thus,
such a method of classification, meant to clarify the relationship between sections
at various levels, serves only to complicate the situation and confuse the intended
audience.

The merit of this proposed outline key lies in the fact that it effectively restricts
the number of numerals or letters to only two, and almost as effectively indicates the
position of a section in a text. For example, a section structurally located at the point
of

“I.1.A.al).1).A)a). 1. 1. @.O.”
could easily be identified as in “12.a.”.

It also has its demerit: Since a particular level of text always has more than one
section, the referent of a particular number, say, “12.a.”, could be various — this, to
certain extent, also confuses the structural relationship of a text, for example:

l.a.
2.a.
2.b.
1.b.
2.a.
2.b.

That is, how would “2b” tell us about the location of a section? Such a demerit,
in itself, is indefensible; but, given the two following factors, such a problem
can probably be seen as the lesser of the two evils: first, as discussed above, the
clumsiness of the conventional method makes it even more ineffective in handling
the problem; second, the spaces created by indentations at various levels and the
conciseness of dual-code system allow one to quickly and easily locate a section in its
neighboring sections.
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How Did the Chinese Buddhist Exegetes
Mark up the Three-Dimensional

Structures of Their Commentaries?
Zhenjian E# and His Gan-zhi F3Z Method

(Abstract)

Tao Jin

A problem that often faces the Chinese Buddhist exegetes is how to adequately mark
up the complex structures of their commentaries. These commentaries tend to be
three-dimensional, involving textual organization both horizontally within each section
and vertically among sections at different levels of the same structural hierarchy.
Buddhist exegetes in history had no difficulty in marking up the horizontal structures,
but largely failed to show the vertical structures and, consequently, the full three-
dimensional structures of their texts. This paper focuses on a gan-zhi T 3% (stem-
branch) method invented by Zhenjian of the Ming China precisely to address such a
problem. It examines how the method functions in outlining and accounting for the
three-dimensional structures of commentaries, and discusses how it was received and
developed among pre-modern and modern Chinese Buddhist exegetes.

Keywords: commentaries and subcommentaries kepan  gan-zhi (stem-branch)
Zhenjian  Li Bingnan



