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A Textual Study of the Yongcheng Jixian Lu
and Its Addenda

(A Summary)

Yang Li

This essay discusses the Yongcheng jixian lu & 3% £ i 8 (Record of the Assembled
Immortals of the Heavenly Walled City), the only independent hagiographical collection of
female immortals in Daoist history. Compiled by Du Guangting #t Y5 BE (850-933), a Daoist
master who epitomized the comprehensive knowledge of Daoism in the Tang, the
Yongcheng jixian lu exclusively contains material of female immortals in different Daoist
traditions from early to medieval China. However, the loss of some of its portions and the
circulation of three different incomplete editions obscure the Yongcheng jixian lu’s objective
and original structure.

Applying evidential research and textual criticism, this article canvasses the key issues
regarding the three editions and recovers some “lost”jitems of female immortals. Besides
being its first in-depth textual study, this;study goes one step further by examining the
structure of the Yongcheng jixianlu, delineating its five essential components, each of which
represents a different tradition of female immortals and immortality in Daoist history. Such
analysis is crucial to understand why Du Guangting did not compile the Yongcheng jixian lu
in a chronological manner, but rather conformed this collection to the Shangqing |- i
(Highest Clarity) order. By incorporating the hierarchical structure of Shangqing female
immortals into his work, Du systematized the whole pantheon of female deities in the
Heavenly Walled City. Approaching the Yongcheng jixian Iu from both textual criticism and
structural analysis, this study atternpts to reconstruct the original version and intention of
this important work on Daoist female immortals.





