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A Study of Chen Buchi’s Xiushi Lou Shi

(A Summary)

Wong Kuan Io

Chen Buchi (1870-1934), alias Zidan, hailed from Raoping, Guangdong. He was a disciple
of Chen Botao (1855-1930), and was particularly close to Pan Feisheng (1858-1934), Lai
Jixi (1865-1937) and Wen Su (1878-1939), with whom he always communicated through
poetry and prose. After repeated failure in the civil service examinations, he abandoned the
effort and forsook classical studies to turn to his family business on rice import in Hong
Kong. The business kept on expanding with extraordinary success in Bangkok and
Singapore. His dedication to the promotion of charity led to his appointment as Board
Director of Po Leung Kuk. In 1908, a serious flood in Guangdong rendered countless
residents homeless, inspiring him to compose thirty poems entitled “Poems to Save
Lives.” He cooperated with the female socialites to produce knitting work of his poetry to
sell for charity purposes, by which he attracted a great amount of donations. The fame of his
studio name “Xiushi Lou,” renamed “Suihan Tang” later on, spread throughout the country
and beyond. He published thirty-six individual works of Xiushi Lou congshu, which contains
a large number of distinctive and rare items of literature written between the end of Qing and
the beginning of the Republic. Among them Xiushi Low shi, The Second Collection of Xiushi
Lou shi, Maoci ji, Song Tai ji, Hanmu Chunhua Zhai shi and You guang ji are his own
collected works. They are rarely known:because of the disruption of the chaos of war. His
poetry is primarily focused on the theme of righteousness and loyalty, aiming at directing the
old culture and customs to the proper way, which is also a demonstration of his faith in
poetry teachings. He also depicts the current affairs of his time, reflecting the earlier picture
of Hong Kong society. The poetry and letters that he wrote to the renowned literati of the
time are all precious specimen of Hong Kong’s cultural heritage. In a nutshell, Chen Buchi
established himself in the Hong Kong literary arena of the 1920s and 1930s through his
poetic accomplishment and his works deserve closer investigation and appraisal. This essay
covers three stages of Chen Buchi’s poetic works; it will include descriptions of the role of
realism in the themes and contents and comments on his literary techniques. It intends to
arouse the awareness and interest of the readers towards literary compositions of Hong Kong
during the modern period in order that this precious literary heritage would not be amiss to
future generations.





