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An Analytical Study of the Two “|mperial-co_mpo§ed
Monumental Inscription for the Tombs of Jin Taizu
and Shizong” in Early Qing

(A Summary)

Koon-piu Ho

There are two steles for the Tombs.of Jin Taizw 4 K # and Shizong 1153 (“the Tombs™

erected in early Qing in Chaichang %% & of Fangshan 5 Lli. On each of the steles there was
inscribed a text of the same title “Imperial-composed Monumental Inscription for the Tombs

of Jin Taizu and Shizong” (1 8 & K - B S0 , but the contents of the two texts
are not identical. According to the monumental inscriptions themselves, the steles were

erected on 28 October 1661 and 1 October 1663 respectively. However, according to some

Qing official records, the first stele was erected on 28 July 1657, whereas no record for the

erection of the second stele is found.

In addition to the discrepancies on the dates of its erection, the contents of the
monumental inscription on the first stele are different from the texts recorded in some Qing
official works. For example, some remarkable differences are found in the texts collected by
the Shizu Zhang Huangdi shilu #1582 7 B 8%, the Shizu Zhang Huangdi shengxun 131
Z 2%, and the Huangchao wenxian tongkao 2 8 3 B 3% . On the other hand, the
text on the first stele is more similar to the texts recorded in the Qinding Rixia jiuwen kao
€ H T B M and the Jifu tongzhi #3873 It does not necessarily imply that those
texts in the Shizu Zhang Huangdi shilu, the Shizu Zhang Huangdi shengxun, and the
Huangchao wenxian tongkao are corrupted. Instead, they may be based on earlier drafts but
not the version of the monumental inscription as it was finally inscribed on the stele.

The present monumental inscription on the second stele is not the original. The original
inscription of the second stele had heavily copied the inscription of the first stele and was
erased and replaced in 1789. The purpose of erecting the second stele by the Qing court in
1663 was initially to override the first stele, which had been found to be inaccurate in the
years of the destruction of the Tombs. As the major concern at that time was to maintain an
accurate historical account, almost two-fifths of the monumental inscription of the second
stele was copied from the monumental inscription of the first stele. Although the two steles
were erected in the same place, their monumental inscriptions had never been collected or
published together before the publication of the Qinding Rixia jiuwen kao in about 1788.
Attention was drawn to the repetitions in these two monumental inscriptions since then.
Emperor Qianlong 2 £ could not tolerate such repetitions, and so he ordered his grand
secretaries to revise the text of the monumental inscription of the second stele.

After the revised text was approved, Emperor Qianlong ordered the same to be
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inscribed on the second stele. At the same time he decreed a reprint of the Qinding Rixia
Jjiuwen kao to reflect the changes made. However, both the Emperor and his officials forgot
that the original Qinding Rixia jiuwen kao had already been incorporated in the Siku quanshu
VU 2. The original text of the monumental inscription of the second stele is thus
preserved.





