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A Re-examination on Ming Taizu’s Reasons for
Revising the Zuxun Lu in the Light of the
Taizu Huangdi Qinlu

(A Summary)

Ka-chai:Tam

In order to regulate the conduct of the imperial clansmen, provide guidance to his offsprings
on ruling the country, and to prescribe the structure of government, Ming Taizu Bf X 2
(r. 1368-1398) composed the Zuxun lu #1711, the family instruction of the imperial clan
and the highest code of the dynasty. After its first introduction in 1373, this code had been
continuously revised during the Hongwu reign. The extant edition of the Zuxun lu was
composed in 1381, and the final version, renamed as the Huang Ming zuxun % BA$H3I, was
published in 1395.

This paper compares and explains the differences between the Zuxun Iu and the Huang
Ming zuxun in the light of the Taizu huangdi qinlu X 10 & 7 $X#%, a compendium of edicts
and rescripts issued by Ming Taizu to his princes preserved by the Prince of Jin . The
author here argues that the severe crimes committed by Ming Taizu’s sons reported in the
Taizu huangdi ginlu, other than his hunger for centralized power, are the main reason that the
‘emperor reduced the power of the princes in controlling political affairs and legal judgments
inside their princedoms. The profitable sheep rearing business was introduced to the princes
@8 a financial means to compensate for the reduction of their annual stipend. To alley the
‘deteriorating relationship between the Prince of Jin and the Prince of Yan #H during the last
years of the Hongwu reign is also the main reason that Ming Taizu revised the regulations
on meetings among the princes stipulated in the Zuxun lu.

After reviewing the reasons that the law-maker emperor assiduously revised his family
pode, this paper concludes that Ming Taizu was not a successful father, and, despite the
%eguards introduced in the Huang Ming zuxun, they failed to deter the usurpation of the
Prince of Yan, which took place soon after his death in June 1398.





