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Statutes on Households and Common People: Some
Remarks on the Hu Liin'the Ernian Liling

(A Summary)

Ming-chiu Lai

This paper, through a study on the Statutes of Households, examines how the Han
government extended its control to the lowest strata of the society. As seen in the Household
Statutes (Hu Lii 7 #£), which is a chapter of the Ernian Liiling &4 compiled in the
early Han dynasty, the author argues that the Han Empire enhanced her authority so as to
maintain social order, collect human resources, levy poll tax and land tax. This paper
composes of four different parts: (1) The Shiwu fT:4h family system which was a collective
responsibility among the local inhabitants; (2) Distribution of fields to people according to
their contribution to the state; (3) Bureaucratic administration of households; and (4)
Compilation of different kinds of register.





