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In both the United States and Europe, courts have increasingly begun to 
recognize the legal rights of corporate entities under both domestic and 
international law. In particular, the European Court of Human Rights has 
allowed corporations to assert "human rights" under the European Convention 
on Human Rights while the U.S. Supreme Court has expanded constitutional 
protection of free speech to corporate entities. International law scholars have 
often welcomed the recognition of corporate rights as a step toward granting 
corporations "subjecthood" under international law. This paper investigates the 
origins of corporate rights under international law and offers reasons to doubt 
the propriety of recognizing corporate rights under international human rights 
law. 
 
Date and Time:  Thursday, 7 April, 2011, 5:30 – 6:30p.m. Venue: The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong Graduate Law Centre, 2/F Bank of America Building, 
12 Harcourt Road, Central, Hong Kong 

 
Admission is free of charge.  

 
Registration 

Please send an email to law-cfred@cuhk.edu.hk, providing your name, title, 
affiliation and telephone number. 
You will receive a confirmation of your registration via return email by 4 April. 
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About the Speaker 

 

Prof. Julian Ku  
Professor of Law, B.A., Yale University, J.D., Yale Law School 

 

 
Professor Ku teaches international, constitutional, and corporate law subjects. His 
main research interest is the intersection of international and domestic law. He has 
recently published articles on the constitutional aspects of foreign relations in the 
Yale Law Journal,  the Supreme Court Review and Constitutional Commentary. He 
also is a co-founder of the international law weblog Opinio Juris.

 
Before joining the Hofstra faculty in 2002, Professor Ku served as a law clerk to 
Judge Jerry Smith of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, and as an Olin 
Fellow and Lecturer in Law at the University of Virginia Law School. Professor 
Ku also practiced as an associate at the New York City law firm of Debevoise & 
Plimpton, specializing in litigation and arbitration arising out of international 
disputes. Professor Ku has also been a visiting professor at the College of William 
and Mary, Marshall-Wythe School of Law in Williamsburg, Virginia.
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