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Taxation concessions are commonly granted to non-profit organisations (NPOs), both in common law 
countries and those with civil law backgrounds.  These concessions are a significant cost to the relevant 
government’s tax revenue, for example, the Australian Treasury estimates that the annual concession costs 
the revenue $1.3 billion.  Dr Martin’s work investigates and compares the range of concessions granted in 
Australia, England, USA, Germany, Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong.  In order to understand how the 
concessions are granted, the legal concepts that define not-for-profit/non-profit; charity; public benefit 
and tax deductibility of donations needed to be understood in the context of each jurisdiction.  It was 
found that although there are core areas of commonality there are some differences in the definitions and 
treatment of NPOs and charities.  Critical findings include the significance and widespread use of the 
exemption from income tax of income of charities.  In Australia, all income of charities is exempt, 
however in other countries eg the USA and Japan, the exemption only extends to income that is used for 
their public benefit purpose.  Charitable income that arises from business activities is subject to income 
tax.  Another significant area of difference is the treatment of donations.  In Australia all donations to 
specified NPOs (and some government agencies) are deductible from income tax.  In other jurisdictions 
there are limits to the tax deductibility of donations and in England there is a different approach involving 
a tax rebate granted to the charity.

 
 

All are welcome!  
 

Admission is free of charge! 
 

Please join us by registering your interest here by 31 March 2016. 
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Dr Fiona Martin is an Associate Professor in the School 
of Taxation and Business Law, UNSW, Australia.  Her 
expertise and research are in the taxation law area and in 
particular how it relates to charities and interacts with 
issues relating to human rights and traditional land 
owners.  Dr Martin has published many articles in highly 
regarded international and local refereed journals on such 
issues as whether or not Australia should have a charities 

commission and taxation of indigenous charities.  Her doctoral research was 
awarded the International Fiscal Association research prize and the ATTA prize 
for doctoral research and was published as a book by Wolters Kluwer in 2014. 


