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| was extremely Iucky to be selected into the Overseas Programme for Undergraduate Student (OPUS) and spent about 8 months
at University of California, Berkeley in 2012. Here is a summary on my awesome adventure there.

It was a wonderful experience taking classes with Berkeley students. | was deeply impressed by their enthusiasm for physics. Very
often they form study groups, and they enjoy being involved in homework discussions. They raise interesting questions in or after
classes. Not only they take their classes seriously, most of my classmates are involved in research projects. We talked about research
in daily conversations - yes, they'd love to tell you about how they built CO, lasers or evaluate path integrals in CDT with a program-
ming language they just learnt. Some even showed me their lab!

Fortunately | also had something to brag about whenever we had academic chat. Over the summer | worked in the Dayabay group
at Berkeley on neutrino physics. | did a simulation of a double beta decay detector and examined some flashing photomultiplier
tubes, from which | acquired programming and lab skills. Through interacting with other people in the group, | was trained to com-
municate effectively, ask clear and specific questions and be proactive.

Working in the Dayabay group is indeed a privilege. The postdocs were willing to offer me assistance when | bumped into troubles.
I should particularly mention one of my advisors, a professor emeritus in his 80s. He's keeping his mind as sharp as razor blades, he's
writing programs, he’s doing physics...

Unlike what | had imagined before, Berkeley professors are friendly and supportive. They never seem annoyed when students ask
questions. | met a professor who got excited sharing about his new electron atomic clock. An astrophysics professor left a box of
cookies for a group of frustrated undergrad the night before a lab report was due. Our relativity professor invited the class to a party
at his house at the end of the semester. They are great researchers and caring teachers.

Berkeley is not only home for cutting-edge research, but also one of the most liberal cities in the US. Throughout my stay | had not
heard anyone shouting ethnic slurs. | had little trouble blending in with local students. My new friends forced me to try out stuff like
swing dancing, sailing (see photo) and skateboarding because | was "working too hard". They insisted that | should practise slang
and idioms so that | could talk like Americans.

| also met people from nearly all continents. It was interesting hearing they complained about how nasty their fellow countrymen
are, and how strange their food became after americanized.

Berkeley is a beautiful city. It is not only green, you can find beautiful flowers literally everywhere in the campus and on the north
side. Every time | passed by the student organic garden, | deliberately
slowed down my steps and submerged myself in the sunflowers’ scent.

During my last weekend in Berkeley my friends invited me to a farewell
party. We had some Cheeseboard pizza (which they considered iconic)
and academic gossips. We also went to the pool and enjoyed the Calif-
ornia sunshine.

Everything in Berkeley was so nice. After the 13-hour flight back to Hong
Kong. | felt like waking up from a sweet dream. The moment | stepped out
of the Airport . | could hardly breathe because it was too hot and humid -
the fresh cool air in California is probably the first thing | miss.
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