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“ | went into the MACLA programme hoping it would equip me
with a solid knowledge of Linguistics so that | could better
understand the languages | had been studying in my
undergraduate years. | was also looking forward to integrating
more into Hong Kong society. The MACLA programme absolutely
delivered in training me to be a proper linguist and, despite being
oriented towards Chinese language research, offers students
plenty of opportunity to pursue any research topic they might be
interested in. | personally am grateful for the guidance of our
enthusiastic professors who appreciated my input and welcomed
the suggestions | had for my own research papers.

What | would have never expected was that | would go into this programme on Chinese linguistics and come out as
an aspiring sign linguist. During the course of the programme, | became exposed to CUHK'’s excellent sign linguistic
research and took a liking to the professors and researchers studying Hong Kong Sign Language.

Thanks to the freedom to pursue my own research interests that | experienced in the MACLA programme, | am
currently a PhD student working on Hong Kong Sign Language. | would say the MACLA programme is a suitable
programme for anyone who loves languages and linguistics and is not afraid to keep an open mind. ”

- Emily Koenders (2018), E#EE L ARERFEITRI2018-19FEFTEA
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