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A Study of the Circumstances behind the
Writing of the “Four Books of Wang Niansun and
Wang Yinzhi”

(Abstract)

Yu Wanli

Extensive research has been published since the “Four Books of Wang Niansun
and Wang Yinzhi” were finished 200 years ago. Those studies focus on individual
aspects of exegesis, grammar, and textual criticism, but lack a comprehensive view.
This paper will reveal the circumstances and processes behind their composition
from the perspectives of Wangs’ experience, the development of academic thoughts,
and the order of the books’ completion. The research was based on several versions
and editions of Wangs’ works. Although Wang Niansun finished Guangya shuzheng
before Dushu zazhi, Jingyi shuwen, and Jing zhuan shici, he had written parts of the
other three books when Guangya shuzheng was under way. After Guangya shuzheng
was completed, similar entries of the other three books were written and revised at
the same time. That was the reason why Jingyi shuwen had undergone three editions.
It was not until wang Niansun’s later years that he the final version of Dushu zazhi
was eventually put into print. Wang Guowei and Liu Pansui’s statement that Wang
Yinzhi’s entries were actually his father’s work has somehow developed into the
formulation that Jingyi shuwei and Jing zhuan shici were also Wang Niansun’s works.
According to Wang Yinzhi’s letter to his father in 1790 and his performance in the
national examinations in 1795—neither of which has received much attention in the
academia, Wang Yinzhi was quite capable of writing the two books and the praises
Wang Niansun’s friends had for Wang Yinzhi were real. Wang Niansun had both
the right of invention and authorship, while Wang Yinzhi also owned his part of the
authorship. And thus, the authorship dispute regarding Wang Niansun and Wang
Yinzhi over the past century has been resolved.

Keywords: “Four Books of Wangs” manuscripts and printed editions
relationship among the Four Books
circumstances behind the books’ composition  authorship disputes



